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Within the last six months very many speeches 
and addresses have emanated from the public men, 
and from the public assemblages, of the Demo- 
cratic party: all of them excellent in their kind, 
many admirable, and some of them piofoaDd and 
powerful. Bat the paper now presented stands 
out from the general mass, as one not prepared in 
haste and confusion, on an isolated point, or in- 
tended merely for temporary effect, and destined 
to perish among the vagrant incidents of the times. 
It belongs to that' class of documents occasionally 
brought forth by those great emergencies in the 
affairs of a free country, when the thoughtful, 
the just, and the patriotic, are summoned to a so- 
lemn consultation by th,e multiplied dangers that 
beset the public liberty. It is an appeal to the peo- 
ple in behalf of their own most sacred rights, and 
it ppeaks to their reason in the calm seriousness of 
truih. It draws up, in ft^ review before them, 
the two great parties, with their conduct and their 
principles, when in and when out of power, from 
the beginning*: of the Governmsnt to the present 
period. As it comes from the hands of the Presi- 
dent's most intimate friends, personal and political, 
from the State where lie and they were reared and 
schooled in ihe principles of the Jeffersonian creedj 
it may be supposed to declare those principles and 
the objects of the Democratic party, as the Presi- 
dent himself has been taught to understand them. 
If, therefore, there be any one hitherto insufficiently 
advised of the doctrines and intentions of this par- 
ty, a recurrence to this address will go fair, it is be- 
lieved, to complete his information. 

Of the future views of the Federal party, we 
have no means, but their past conduct, of judging. 
For now, for the first time in our history, that party 
exhibits its chief and its candidate muzzled and 
mute before his inquiring countrymen. What are 
his public principlesi what, if elected, are to be 
his measures of policyl are questions he suUenA^ 



refuses to answer; whilst the bankers and lawyers, 
by whom he was nominated, and now is guarded, 
sternly order the people, in his name, to be gone 
with their questions, and expect to lead them to the 
ballot box, like beasts, with blind bridles upon 
them, lest, if permitted to see, they might start at 
the danger that threatens' them. If an honest citi- 
zen, sensible of the deep stake he and his children 
have in the government of his country, and anx« 
ious to bestow his vote in a manner best tending to 
ils preservation, presumes to ask these men the 
question, "with what propriety can I vote for a man 
who conceals his sentiments; or of what value to 
me is the right of voting, if I am compelled thus to 
cast my vote in the dark?" he is answered, in 
derision, with songs and pictures, with buffoonery 
and jests, and requested to behold the **Aard dder^* 
which the banks intend to administer to the^people. 
And thus the Executive power of the nation, with 
all Its mighty responsibility, is sought to be obtained 
from the serious thinking men of America, as the 
clown obtains his subsistence in a circus, by frivo- 
lities and merriment. What a contrast is here dis- - 
played in the conduct of the two parties — and 
how great the moral this contrast inculcates ! The 
one, through its candidate, and through a thousand 
public assemblies, proclaims its principles and its 
policy to the remotest and humblest citizen of the 
land — the other, in full convention, solemnly re- 
solves to conceal its sentiments and objects, and 
even partially to secrete the person of its candidale* 
This is the principle of secrecy on the part of pub- 
lic men, in public affairs, now for the first time in- 
troduced into a free country, the very first step to- 
wards whose freedom was a declaration of indepenr 
dence, a declaration of rights and principles, boldly- 
published to all mankind. Secrecy is now to 
screen the sentiments and motives of those who as- 
pire to the public trua<a^<t««k>3afc «^«^^ '^'^ss^$^». 



and whou fandtmeDMl lavs have, for ihai tm} 
fUWD, wcnred Ihe freedom of speecli and of the 
jtren, opened Ae doors of ihe legiilative halls 
and conils of jastiee, that ihe cilizens might 
be preseat to wimesa all that is done vtaich 
Diay affect their happiaess, and to pass upon 
the Gondiiet of ibeir appointed agents. Yet it 
ia in (1Mb a Goverameal thai a candidate for ihe 
Eieenlire poner, at a. time nhea public qaeitions 
inrolviDf all that is dear, are di?iding the senti- 
ments of men, demands the votes of his coitntry- 
meo, whilst he refuses to tell ihem bis own seoii- 
inenls upon those qaestions. Suppose that both 
candidates ahould do ihe same — snpposs Ih&i all 
candidates for Cacgriss, for the Legislatures, and 
ij>r all other offices, bhoaid withhold their opinioDs 
on public questions until Ihey had obtained pOfse^ 
sioB o( power— of what use, then, would be the 
flreedomof speechorof the press — what would be 
the value of their right of safi^e 1 Let those who 
have Ibis right, answer ibis question, and lei the 
matf, if there be one, who is williag tnus la Eporl 
awBf this, his most sacred pnvilege — let him, when 
about to do so, look his children in the face, and 
saj whether he be not doing injustice to them — 
whether his sport tna; not end in their bondage: 

Fnm tht Slianii Revgh-Htver. 



TO THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN ELECTORS OF 

Fblldw-Citizihs: It is not under ordinarp cir- 
cumstances that we invite your most serious atten- 
tion to the political condition of our beloved couu- 
irf . There has not been a. line, since the tfniied 
Stales became a nation, when our liberties were in 
greater danger. We are not assailed bj a foreign 
enemy, lb real ening to reduce us lo colonial servi- 
tnde, Dor is anj domestic usurper at the bead of a 
merctnarj army, attempting to snbjeatDS to the 
goTemmeni of his willi but corruption and fraud 
are nndermining the public virbie, and seeking to 
use, for the destruction of hb<rty, laws and iUi^tiiu- 
lioiu which have been devised for her protection. 
No nsw foe has recently rpmng into eiisteuce; but 
an old one, often baffled and defeated by 'the intel- 
ligence and firmness of Ibe people, it again in the 
field, sasiained by new recruits and more ample 
means of warfare. 



It cannot be oiberwise. The mass of oar people 
are iulelligent and virtnoos. They ask only toi 
an honest Gaiemmenl — a Government controlled 
by an honc.'ii people which trnly represents thait 
wishes and Ibeir will. True Democracy is no- 
thing more tiar tcss than kotuitu in palUiei. It aski 
uuthing which belongs t* another, and coaccdea la 
every one bis rigbt. It looks upon men as eqtialt, 
entRled to as equal influence in public aOairs, and 
10 equal protection in their private walks. It looks 
upon goveminent, not as designed to raise the few 
above the many, or to make some rich and odien 
pDDTj bat to g'ive equal security lo all in their 
righuol person and properly and their lawful pnr> 
tiults. It repadiaies institutions and laws which 
give one man, or class of men, advantages over 
oiben, (vhilsi il^ccords to all, iht right to ns ' 
their DWu benefit, vilhout injury lo otbeia. 
mind and ihe strength with which the great Creator 
has endowed them. It holds sacred, and deems it 
one of the chief duties of Government to protect 
the properly honestly acquired by the application 
of the natural powers of man. It has not one code 
of oioraiiiy for private, and another for publiB 
transaciiona; it would as soon commit a fraud in a 
bnrgain, as in an eleciion; it would as soon laht . 
ithi! pio^Leiiy of its neighbor niihantconsideratioti, j 
as deprive a majority of Ihe right lo govern. '" 
line, the DcirtecralK prmdjde it pirftct eirlue t 
pure riliginn, "rendering ualo GEesar Ibe thingl , 
ihai are Csdar's," and "doing umo others as yM , 
would hive them do unto yon." If it could be j 
pra.cils(d in its purity, it would "secure peace W , 
^arib, and good will towards men." , Though Ee» [ 
ibleibat the frailiies of man bar him frcm pteaeil , 
'Erfeciioo in government, as in every ihing elte; 
yei, IrnDwiBS <hat bi« race is capable of indefinite | 
ivemeni, the true Democrat feels it his du^ , 
ive towards it with unfaltering faith and nn> , 
zeal. This principle in the political, as in , 
the moral world, has itsever acting antagonist. 



C FKIHCIFLEE. 

■ A large majority of the people of this Slate, and 
of the United Slates, have alwayt been Democratic 
Republicans. If they have at any time momen- 
tarily given their confidence to men of other prin- 
ciples, it was because they were induced by profes- 
sion'i, in which they placed confidence, to tielleve 
that in doing so, they were best promoting Ihe cause 
' of real Demooiacy; but no sooner has the delusion 
. passed away, than they have returned to the po.iti- 
eal standard which they appeared to bare nban- 



anii -Democratic principles a^me that the ■ 

if maubind have not, andean not have tot j 

ticient intelligence or virtus to participate in the , 

man Hge men I of public affairs. This ptinciple is , 

Ihe basis of rgoaarchies and aristocracies. When i 

compelled to allow the people a voice in the Qo' . 

il restricts ibal right to as small a i 

iialble. It clings lo ancient insiiintionii | 

defective and unjust; il resists every mo 

'ing in view an enlargement of tbe right | 

of suffragHi by falsehood and corruption it aitempli , 

to disparag'j and prevent the eiercise of that right • 

when il cannot be restricted, aad if it dare do sr ~ 

sons to terror and force to control its existence 

ilefealiis results. It takes any shape, assume; 

name, professes any principle, and advocates any \ 

~ Tasure as means of scqniring power or retaining ^ 

taking care lo keep no promite or do any aol ] 

which could conduce to the elevation of tbe many , 

the level of toe few. Where diiiitictloos ia j 

society are unknown, it is constantly struggling lo ; 

raie inem by legislation for Ihe special benefit of j 

ItvidnaUaud clasies, thereby ihro wing into th 

bands a power and influence strong enough to ct- , 

irol Ihe suffrages of the people, or set them at de- i 
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fiance. Id fine, this principle treats the mass of 
mankind as if they were created, not to porsoe 
their own happiness nnder the protection of eqaal 
laws, bat to obey the mandates of masters and 
labor for their pleasare and emolnment. 

These opposing principles, like good and evil in 
the moral world, have always been struggling for 
the ascendency, in every Government over which 
the pablic will has been permitted to have any 
control. The contest is now going on in most of 
the nations of Europe, and in spite of the occa- 
sional folly, violence and crimes of those profess- 
ing the troe principle, it has already overthrown 
many tyrannical institutions, a£d is gradually re- 
ducing princes and monarchs to the level of other 
men. 

The same contest commenced at an early period 
in the United States, and has ever since been carried 
on in stealthy silence, or in op^n airay, as the anti- 
Demccraiic principle found the one or the other 
most propitious to its ultimate success. The early 
history of this Republic too abundantly proves, that 
many of those who took part in the Revolution, 
fought for independence, rather than for liberty. 
They rebelled against a nionarch abroad, for the 
purpose of getting up a monarch at home. Placed 
at a distance from the throne of Great Britain, 
they had little chance to. participate in its honors, 
its titles:, and its pension?; and tbey aimed to erect 
a throne in America, around which they might form 
a Iband of privileged nobles. No sooner was the 
object of independence achieved, and the States se- 
parated from their parent land, than these objects 
began to develope themselires in the writings and 
acts of some of the Revolutionary leaders. 

As early as 1787, John Adams, than whom no 
man entered with more energy and devotion into 
the cause of the Revolution,' wrote and published 
a series of letters on Gk)vernment, nnder the title 
of *^A Defence of the Consitutioa^ of the United 
States of America;^' in which the principles of the 
anti-Democratic party were clearly developed. A 
few extracts will suffice. In his preface he says: 
"The rich, the well born, and the able, acquire an 
influence among the people, that will soon be too 
much for simple honesty and plain sense in a House 
of Representatives. The most iliustriouj: of these 
must, therefore, be separated from ' the mass and 
placed by themselves in a Senate." 

In his 20th letter he says: "I only contend that 
the English Constitution is in theory, the most stu- 
pendous fabric of human invention, both for the 
adjustment of the balance and the prevention of it$ 
TU>rations; and that the Americans ought to be ap- 
plauded, instead of censured, for imitating it as far 
as. they have." 

In his 26ih letter, he says: "If there is then in 
society such a natural aristocracy as these great 
writers pretend, and as all history and experience 
demonstrate, formed partlyby genius, partly by 
birth, and partly by riches, how shall the legislator 
arail himself of their influence for the equal bene^ 
fit of the pnblici And bow, on the other hand, 
shall he prevent them from disturbing the public 
happiness? I answer, by arranging them all, or at 
least the most conspicuous of them, together in one 
assembly by the name of a Senate; by separatiag 
them tVcm all pretensions to the Executive powti*, 



and by eoatrolling, in the Leg^islatarev their amhi-i^ 
tion and avarice, by an assemblage of Represented 
tives on one side, and by the Execative authority 
on the other." 

In his 27th letter he says: "If I should undertake 
to say, that that there never was a good Govern- 
ment in the world that did not consist of the three 
species of Monarchy, Aristocracy, andDemocraoyy 
I think I may make it good." ^ 

In his 29th letter, he says: "I shall show in 
another place, that a nobility or gentry, in a popu- 
lar Government, not overbalancing it, is the very 
life and soul of it." 

In his 32J letter he says: The only remedy is, to 
throw the rich and the proud into one group, in a 
separate assembly, and there tie their hands; if you 
give them scope with the people at large, or their 
representatives, they will destroy aU iqtuUUif and 
liberty^ with the consent and acclamatum of the people 
themselves -^^ ^ • 

In his 34th letter he says: "The aristocracy or 
ambitious republic becomes immediately an oli- 
garchy — what shall be done to prevent it? Place 
two guardians of the laws to watch the aristo- 
cracy. One in the shade of a king on one side of 
it, another in the shape of a Democratieal assembly ^ 
on the other side." 

In letter 42, speaking of (he factions in the Creek "^ 
Republics, he says: "But no man, no party, eve^r^ 
thought of introducing an effectual balancd by cre- 
ating a king, with an equal power to balance the 
other two." 

In letter 52, he says: The distinctions of poor and 
rich are as necesrary in Stales of considerable extent^ 
as labor and good government* The poor are destined 
to labor; and the rich, by advantages of edticolten, . 
independence and leisure^ are quaiyied for superior 
stations.^^ 

In letter 1, vol. ii. he says: A royal dignity is the 
most obvious thought to extinguish animosities be- 
tween nobles and commons." 

Again, commenting on a remark in Machiavel*s 
work on Gk)vernment, he say? : 

"It is a pity he had not said, parties must be up- 
held together by the constitutional legal authority 
of one man alone, possessed of the whole Execu- 
tive power of the State, and then if he is taken off 
by death, another will succeed." 

Again: "When the three natural orders in so- 
ciety, the high,^ the middie, and the lo?r, are all re- - 
presented in the Government aad constitutionally 
placed to watch each other, and restrain «ach other 
muiuallj( by the laws, it is then only that an emu- 
lation takes place for the public good, and divisions 
turn to the advantage of the nation." 

The whole work is interspersed with sentiments 
of a similar nature, clearly showing the author^ 
opinion, that the people are incapable of self-go- 
vernment, and that the only good system is a king, 
lords, and commons, representing three distinct ojr- 
ders in society. 

The same distrust of the people was evineed, 
and the same opinions as to Government, were ex- 
pressed in the convention of 1787, which formed 
the present Constitution of the United States. Mr. 
Madison, in his introduction to the debates in tfaiit 
body, recently publislkd.»a\x^sffla%^isA«aMw»«^«»^ 



"It was found, moreover, that those least partial 
(0 popular Oovemment, or most distrustful of its 
efficacy, were yielding to anticipations that from 
«a increase of the confusion, a Qovemment might 
result more congenial with their taste or their opi- 
Bions; whilst those most devoted to the principles 
and forms of Republics, were alarmed for the 
cause of liberty itself, at stake in the American 
experiment, and anxious for a system that would 
avoid the inefficacy of a mere confederacy, with- 
out passiug into the opposite extreme of a consoli- 
dated Government. It was known thikt there were 
individuals who had betrayed a bias towards mo- 
narchy, and there had always beeo some not unfa- 
Yorable to a partition of the Union into several 
confederacies, either from a better chance of figur- 
ing on a sectional theatre, or that the sections 
would require stronger Governments, or by their 
hostile conflicts lead to a monarchical consolida- 
tion." 

The succeeding debates contain abundant evi- 
dences that the principles of John Adams had their 
advocates among the ablest men in the conven- 
iion. We can give but a few examples out of 
many. 

Air. Hamilton said: (Madison Papers, pages 
885, 6, 7, 8, 9.) *'In his private opinion he had 
no scruple in declaring, supported as he was, by 
the opinicm of so many of the wise and good, that 
tiie British Government was the best in the world; 
and he doubted much whether any thing short of it 
would do in America." 

Again: The progress of the public mind led him 
Co anticipate the time when others, as well as him- 
self, would join in the praise bestowed by Mr. 
Neckar on the British Constitution, namely, that it 
is the only Government in the world which unites 
public strength with individual security." 

Again: "Their House of Lords is a most noble 
institution." **No temporary Senate will have 
firmness enough to answer the purpose." 

Again: "As to the Executive, it seemed to be 
admitted, that no good one could be established on 
Republican principles. Was not this giving up 
the merits of the question, for there can be no ^ood 
Government without a good Executive? The Eng- 
lish model was the only good one on that subject." 

'Again: " What is the inference from all these ob- 
servation^? That we ought to go as far as Repub- 
lican principles will admit. Let one branch of the 
Legislature hold their placfts for lite, or a^ least 
during good behavior. Let the Executive also be 
for life." 

He submitted his plan to the convention, avow- 
ing, however, that he did not expect the people to 
adopt it "oipresefU." "But he ae^s the Union dis 
solving, or already dissolved — he sees evils ope 
rating in the States, which must soon core the peo 
pie of.their fondness for Democracies — ^he sees that 
a great progress has been already made, and is still 
going on in the public mind. He thinks, therefore, 
4he people will in time be unshackled from their 
^ejudices," &c. 

His plan was an assembly elected by the people, 

a Senate elected hy the electors chosen by the peo- 

.{de in districts to hold their offices during good 

4)ebAvior, and a Governor elected by electors 

'Cboaen by the people is the Anatorial districts, to 



hold during good behavior; and that the Qo» 
vernor of the States should be appointed by the- 
general Governor, with an absolute negative on 
acts passed by the State Legislatures. 

Speaking of the States, page 905, he said: "Even 
as corporations the extent of some of them, as 
Virginia, Massachusetts, &c. would be formidable. 

As States, he thought, they ought to be ablo- 
lished. But he admitted the necessity of leaving 
in them subordinate jurisdictions." 

Page 966, "He acknowledges himself not to 
think favorably of Republican Government," Ac. 

G^0uverneur Morris, speaking of the second 
branch in the Executive Department, or the Se- 
nate, pages 1018, 19, 20, says: 

"One interest must be opposed to another inte- 
rest; vices as they exist, must be turned against 
each other. In the second place, it must have 
great personal property; it must have the aristo- 
cratic spirit; it must love to lord it through pride. 
"If the second branch is to be dependent, we are 
better without it. To make it independent, it 
should be for life. It will then do wrong, it will 
be said. He believed so : he hoped so. The rich 
will strive to establish their dominion and enslave 
the the rest. They always did. They always will. 
The proper security against them, is to form them 
into a separate interfht." 

Again: "He contended that the Executive should 
appoint the Senate, and fill up vacancies." 

Again: "He did not hesitate to say that loaves 
and fishes must bribe the demagogues. They 
must be made to expect higher offices under the 
General than under the State Governments. A 
Senate for life will be a noble bait." 

Again: page 1030, ''State attachments, and 
State importance, have been the bane of this 
country. We cannot annihilate, but we may per- 
haps take out the teeth of the serpents." 

Again: page 1033, on the proposition for fixing 
ihe representation in the first branch at "one 
member for every forty thousand inhabitants," 
"he thought property ought to be taken into the' 
estimate, as well as the number of inhabitants. 
Life and liberty were generally said to be of more 
value than property. An accurate view, of the 
matter would nevertheless, prove that property was 
the main object of society." * 

Again: page 1043, "As to the alarm sounded, of 
an ari tocracv, his creed was, that there never was 
nor ever will be, a civilized society withoot an 
aristocracy. His endeavor was, to keep it as much 
as possitde from doing mischief." 

Again: page 1125, upon a motion that the Exe- 
cutive should hold his office during good behavior, 
" he expressed great pleasure in hearing it. This 
was the way to get a good Government." " He 
was indifierent how the Executive should be chosen, 
provided he held his place by this tenure." 

Adams and Hamilton, though personally inimi- 
mical, representel truly the principles and feelings 
of the entire Federal party — the influence of the 
latter predominating. The speeches and writings 
of that time and occasion are interspersed with 
abundant evidences that there was then a party, 
powerful in talents, if not in numbers, whieh 
viewed a Gh)vemment purely ^popular with the 
utmost distrust, and looked forward to the esta- 



Id beaalifnl eoDlnut with theae principles, kte 
tbOK arowed'b; uothet set of men on tbe same 
occasion, and al Ihe sami pericd. Thomas JeOer- 
son was Ifae aulhor of the Declaration of Indepeo- 
deoee, and its senlimBDts mar justly tte considered 

Kculiarly his. Hue are the pciociples of tiae 
imocrao/, *iz: 

"That all men an created equal i thai they are 
endowed b; Iheii Creator with certain inalienable 
li^ts; that among these are life, libertj, and the 
porsnit of happinese; thai to secaie these rights, 
Qovnnnieuls are insdluted among men, deriving 
their joal powers from the consent of the governedj 
that whenever an]' form of Guvemment becomes 
deitractiTe of theie ends, it is the right of the peo- 
ple to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
fovemment, lading its foutidation on such priaci- 
pleE, and organizing its powers in sucb form, as to 
Ihem sImII seem most likeij to eSecl their safety 
and bappinesa." 

lliese prloeiples werenpheld b7 tbe troe Repub- 
licans in the convention. 

George Mason of Viisinia, (page 714-5of the 
Madison Papers,) "argued strongly for an election 
of the lager branch [of the Legislature] by the peo- 
ple. Ii was to be the grand depositorr of ibe D>- 
mocralic principle of the Qovernmenl." " We 
ought to attend to the rights of every elau of the 
people." ■' Every selfish motive, every family at- 
tachment, ought to recommend such a system of. 
policy as would provide no less carefully for the 
rights and happiness of the lowest, than of Ihe 
highest order of ciliz^ns." 

Again: page 314, "He took this occasion is re- 
peat, that nDtwithstaadinghiasoIieitade toesiabiish, 
a National Government, he never would agree to 
abolish the Stale Governments, or render Ihem ab- 
solutely iusigniGcaiit, Tbey were as necessary as ' 
Ihe General Qovtromeut, and he would be equally , 
careful to preserve ibem." 

Again, page 1,309: "Having forhis primary ob- 
ject—for Ihepolarstar of his political conduct — the 
preservation at the right* of Iha people, be held it 
KE an essential paint, as the very palladium of civil 
liberty, that Ihe great officers of Slate, and particu- 
luly tbe Etecutive, should at fixed periods return 
lo that miss from which they wereat first taften, in 
order thai they may feel and respect those righia 
and iniereits which are again to be personally ra- 
luable to them." 



n (p. 755) "Considered the popnlir 
eleclion of ODe branch of the National Lejis- 
lature, as essential to every plan of free Oavem- 

Ur. Wilson of Pennsylvania (page 801) said: 
"H« widied for vigor in the Govemmenl, but he 
wished that vigoruoi authority to flow imnsadiately 
from the legitimate source of all authority. Tbe 
Governmeu otight (o poss^ not only, first, the 
/oFM, but Mcond, the mini or kkm of tbe people al 
large. The Legwlatiire oagbt t* be the most exaci 
traBKhpt of the wholj aoeietr. Bepresentatioa is 



made nec«anrr only beetuue it i•impaniblefoItkB' 
people lo act eolleetively.'' 

Jotin Dtckinaon of Delawan,page 1913, mM^ 
"He doubted the policy of interweaving into a B»> 
publican Constitution a veneration for wealth. H» 
had alwaya understood that a veneration for poveity 
ind ririue were ihe objicu of Republican eoeov- 
ragpiuenl." 

Perhaps il waa Qafonnnate that Thonas Jeffte- 
son, the purest Democrat of the Revolalionatv 
period, and Ihe first great leader of Ihe Repablieaa - 
< party, was not in the Convention. His pnbliiML 
wotks, however, exhibit in iiiiiiilii ill iii [iii MUflt 
ilie iirineiples of the paily to which he belongatU- 
A lev extracts will thaw how different wMetbA- 
principles of that party from those professed bf 
Adams and Hamilton. 

In letter 117, vol. four of his eorrespondelieer' 
he says: "1 would say, that the people, being Ao ■ 
only depositor; of power, should exercise in peisra- 
every function which their qnaUfieatioos enable 
t)i''m to exercise caasisleally with the order aaf 
i^i'ciiricy^ofsocietyiihatwenowfinddiemeqnaltatliB 
elecunn of those who shall be invested with teic 
Ejcecilive and legislative powen, and lo act 
tbemselvesia the judiciary, as judge* iu questioB, 
of fad; ihat the range of their powers ought lo b« 
eiiiarstd,"&c 

Af^iio: letter 131: "On Ibis view of the impoiC 
of the term RtpMblie, instead of saying, ashasbecK 
.'^aiil, 'that il may mean any thing or bolhiue,'w« 
may 9ay, wilh tmlb and meaning, that Qoveta- 
menH are more or less Republican, as Ihey have 
more or lets of the element of popular election and 
control in their composition: and believing, as Idiv 
tb.3t the mass of the citizens is tbe safest depository 
u> iheir own righti, and especially that tbe evito 
Il)«ing from the duperies of the people, are less ia- 
jurioas than those from the egotism of their ageul% 
I am a friend to lhat composition of GavemmeBC 
which has in it Ihe most of this ingredient." 

Again: letter 112: "Our legislators ara not saffi- - 
ciemly apprised of the rigblfnl limits of their pow- 
ers: ibat their (rue office is to declare and eutorce 
nnly our natural rights and duties, lo take none of 
tiiem from as. No man has a natural right lo 
r.irmniit aggression on tbe equal rights of another; 
and itiis is all from whidi the laws onght lo re- 
siraii. him: Every man is under the natural iatf 
(if coDlributjng to the necessities of the society, aim . 
thi» II all tbe laws shoold enforce on him: Apd ata- 
man having a natural right to be the judge be- 
tween himself and another, it is his nataral daljr t4». 
submit lo the umpirage of an Impartial IhinL. 
Whra the laws have declared and enforeed alt 
this, ihey have fulfilled their fnactions, and IhttJ 
idea J quite unfounded, Ihat on entering into so- 
ciety we give up any nalnial right." 

A^ain, letter 135: "At Ihe birth of our RepatiiB 
we cummiiled that opiuion lo tbe world, in Ihs 
dral'iof a constitation aonezed lo the Noteson. 
Viigmia, in whi^ a provision was ineerted for R 
rf preeeniaiion permanently equal. He infansr 
or the subject at that moment, and our iaezpeii- 
eaceof Eelf-govemmrai, oocasianed gross depar- 
lurpsin ibat draft from genuine Republican canon*, 
la truth, the abnaet of mooatchy had M madt 
fiLed aU tfae apace of poUtieal coueHpladoB, that. 



8 



%d imagined erery thing Republican thai was not 
m^nvchy. We had not ytt penetrated to the other 
pnneiple, that Governments are Repnblican only 
m proportion as they embody the will of their peo- 
ple, and execute it.** "The true fonndation of the 
Bepnblican Government is the equal right of every 
citizen, in his person and properly, and in their 
jnanagement. Try by this, as a tally, every provi- 
sion of our Constitution, and see if it hangs di- 
rectly on the will of the people. Reduce your Le- 
gislature to a convenient number for full, but or- 
derly discussion. Let every man who fights or 
pays, exercise hi« just and equal right in their se- 
lection. Submit them to apprebation or rejection 
at short intervals. Let the Execntive be chosen 
in the same way, and for the same term, by those 
nrhote agent he is to be; and leave no screen of a 
council behind which to skulk from responsi- 
l)ility." 

Again, letter 149: "It should be remembered, as 
nn axiom of eternal truth in politics, that whatever 
power in any Government is indedendent, is abso- 
lute also; in theory only, at first, while the spirit of 
the people is up, but in practice, as fast as that re- 
laxes. Independence can be trusted no where hut 
Tvith the people in ma&s. They are inherently in- 
dependent of all but moral law." 

Again, letter 172: "Ours, (the object of the Re- 
publican party) on the contrary, was to maintain 
the will of the majority of the convention, and of 
the people themselves. We believed with them, 
that man was a rational animal, endowed by i^a- 
ture with rights, and with an innate sense seuie of 
justice; and that he could be restrained from wrong 
^and protected in nght, by moderate powers, con- 
fided to persons of his own choice, and held to their 
duties by dependence on his own will. .We be- 
lieve that the complicated organization of kings, 
nobles, and priests, was not the wisest nor best to 
•effect the happiness of associated man; that wis- 
dom and virtue were not hereditary; that the trap- 
pings of such a machinery consumed by their ex- 
pense those earnings of industry they were meant 
to protect, and by the inequalities they produced, 
exposed liber^ to sufferance. We believed that 
men enjoying in ease and security the full fruits' of 
their own industry, enlisted by all their interests on 
the side of law and order, habituated to think 
: for themselves, and follow their reason as their 
'} ^uide, would be more easily and safely governed, 
than with minds nourished in error, and vitiated 
: and debased, as in Europe, by ignorance, indigence 
: and oppression. The cherishment of the people 
then was our principle, the fear and distrust of 
^ them, that of the other party." 

In the philanthropic and consoling faith of a true 

I Democrat, Mr. Jefferson lived and died. But ten 

'•-days before his death, in reference to the Deelara- 

' tion of Independence and its fruits, he said, letter 

193: 

"May it be to the world, what I.believe it will 
Hbe (to some parts sooner, to others later, but finally 
to all,) the signal of aronsingmen to burst the chains 
'binder which monkish ignorance and superstition had 
peiraaded them to bind themselves, and to assume 
nbe blessings and security of self government. 
*That form which we have substituted, restores the 
.^^npe r^ght to ibe unbounded exercise of reason 



and freedom of opinion. All eyes are opened^ 
or opening, to the rights of man. The general 
spread of the light of science has 'already laid 
open to every view the palpable truth, tiAt the 
mass of mankind has not been bom with saddles 
on their backs, nor a favorite few booted and 
spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the 
grace of Gk)d." 

These extracts distinctly show that broad diffe- 
rences of opinion existed among the fathers of the 
Republic. These differences exhibited thems^slves 
in the convention to form the State Constitutions, 
and more strikingly in the convention that formed 
the Federal Constitution. The Democratic princi- 
ple struggled to give the people as direct a control 
as possible over the General Government, leaving 
to the States all powers not absolntety necessary to 
the general welfare, while the anti-Democratic 
sought to supersede the State Governments, and 
remove the Executive and Senatorial branches of 
the General Government entirely, and the repre- 
sentative as far as practicable, from the popular 
control. With some concessions to the anti-De- 
mocratic party in the election of the Executive and 
Senate, which the spirit of ouc people has rendered 
nugatory in practice, the Constitution offered to 
the people of the States was essentially Democra- 
tic, and was adopted with a few explanatory 
amendments. 

WASHINGTON'S ADMINISTRATION. 

Washington, the father of his country, was made 
the first President, and John Adams, the advocate 
of Monarchy, the Vice President. Thomas Jeffer- 
son, the purest of Democrat?, was appointed Secre- 
tary of State, and Alexander Hamilton, who was 
the friend of the British system, with all its corrup- 
tions, Secretary of the Treasury; General Knox was 
Secretary of War, and Edmund Randolph Attor- 
ney General, both the political friends of Hamilton. 
Jefferson had just returned from Fiance, where he 
had been Minister, and thus «peaks of the state of 
things around the President, viz: " The President 
received me cordially, and my colleagues, and the 
circle of principal citizens, apparently with wel- 
come. The courtesies of dinner parties given me, 
as a stranger newly arrived among them, placed 
me at once in their familiar society. But I cannot 
tlescribe the wonder and mortification with which 
tha table conversations filled me. Politics were the 
chief topic, and a preference for kingly over Re- 
publican Government was evidently the favorite 
sentiment. An apostate I could not be, nor yet a 
hypocrite; and. I found mjrself for the most part the 
only advocate on the Republican side of the ques- 
tion, unless among the guests there chanced to be 
Some member of that party from the legislative 
houses." 

He relates the following remarks made on one 
dinner occasion, viz: "After the cloth was re- 
moved, conversation was led to the British Consti- 
tution, on which Mr. Adams observed — ' Purge 
that constitution of its corruption, and give to its 
popular branch equality of representation, and it 
would be the most perfect Constimtion ever devised 
by the wit of man.* Hamilton paused and said — 
' Purge it of its corruption, and you make it an 
impracticakU Government; as it stands now, with all 



TH» rOHDIlfB STITBM «NI) THB ORlOltr OF TttS 

VnrSD ■TJTB* BANK. 

Hamilion was the loadiag spliii of tht csbituM. 
More, as to the fatnre characler of (he QoTcrn- 
ncDt, depended on Ihe organization and adminis- 
nation of the Treasarj Departmani, al that time, 
than on any other Department of the Ooveinmeui- 
and Hamilton, Irue to bis principles, set abontctm- 
sirijclinj a syetein which shonld create an influ- 
ence in Congress sofBcienl to connietact Ihe will of 
^e people, and assimilate that body to the corrupt 
Parliimeni of Great Bii'ain. A large amoont a! 
ceriificalss of public debt for arlicleii, (umisheci 
doring the Revololionary war, was outsiatiditig, 
which had been purchased by specolators at hall 
to one-tenth of Iheir nominal amount. Hamilton 
jiropoi^eil to ftiiid these al par, aad a majority be- 
ing secured for the proj-cl, some of the member* 
were enabled lomaka large sums of tnone7,bujing 
them op iod recily before the bill passed. Hi, 
next projeci was the assnmplion of ihe 3iaie deb^ 
conlracied daring ihe ReToloHoaaiy war, ajid 
then mnch deprensed, in relation to which mncii 
(he same game wa^ played. These means securetl 
temporarily a majority in Congress. Bui, sats 
Mr. Jefferson, "some engine of influence mo'rif 
permanent mu'itbe con iri Ted, while these myrmi- 
dons were still in place to carry i I through all op- 
SffitiioiL" Tnia enoin« was thb Binm op tite 
MiTKD Stateb. "While the GoTeramenl remain- 
ed at Philadelphia, a selectioa of members oi 
Houses were conalanlly kepi as directors, who, nn 
every quesiion interesting to that instiitition, or Ihf 
views of the Federal head, voted at ihe will of ihni 
head; atid togelher with Ihe stockholding members, 
could always make ihe Federal vsie ihat of a m 
jorily. By this combinalinn, Ifgislative expoi 
tions were giren lo the Consliimion, and all the a 
ininiitraiiKe taws were shaped on Ihe model . 
England, aqd so passed." 

"Here, then, was the real ground," 
Mr. Jefferson, "of ihe opposition which 
10 the course of the Administration. Its object 
was lo preserve the Lagiiiatnre pure and indepen- 
dent of the Eiecutive, to resirain the Adminisira- 
tioo 10 Republican forms and principles, and not 
permit the CoBsiiiuiioa lobe construed into a mo- 
narchy, and to be watped in practice into all the 
principle,* and pollutions of their favorite Engliih 
model. Kor was this an opposition lo General 
Washington- He was true lo the Republican 
chaise confided to him, and has solemnly and re. 
pcatedJy proiested lo me, in our converiiations, thai 
he would loie (Ihe last drop of this blood in «>■" 
port of it; and he did this ihe oflener and with 
more earn efloestDfsa, bacause he knew my su 
cioBB of Hamilton's designs against it, and wishu! 
toqnielthem. For he was not aware of the drii 
or effect of HamiltoD'a schemes — unrersed ir 
fiuaocial projects and calculations and bndgels, hi^ 
•pprohation of Ihem was bottomed on his conft 
deuce in the man." 



to giVLDg it his apprDnl. He asked the opinion of 
the Secraiary of the Trsasary as to <be preotK 
lime atwbieh Ihe ten days allowed the President 
by the Conslttulion lo consider a bill, would expire, 
andkept it until theltsl moment. The opinions of 
the members of his cabinet were taken, and on that 
occasioQ Jefferson and Hamiltnn took tbeirsiandt 
at the bead of ihe two great political schools which 
have ever since divided ihecouniry. Then was 
ihe first great triumph of ihe aristocratic 
principU over the irue spirit and interns of the Fe- 
deral Constitalion. To that act ate lo be aliribnted 
of the embillcred political exctiements, and a 
large portion of the actual mischiefs which have 
igilaled and dL-tretsed the country ever since. It 
IS true that the Redublican party, in 18 II, faiihfal 
10 their principles and lo the Conaliiution, refused 
- renew the charter of that bank, and ji wound np 
affdirsi but the example was sel; Washington 
bad signed the bill, a preuedeni bad been obtained, 
which, in 1816, led to the establl^hmenl of another, 
with threefold sirength, the power of which over 
:be country, ils influence over Congress, Ihe dis- 
tress, panic, terror and ruin it is capable of scai- 
lering abroad when iii interest or existence laay 
iie in daaj;er, are fearfully illustrated in ihe events 
of the last ten j?ara. 

The influence and integrity of Washington pre- 
vented any signal sxhibilion of the practical effects 
r)f the arislocraiic principle during his administra- 
tion. No matl was more devoted lo ihe cause of li- 
lieily, or to the success of ihe new form of Govern- 
luenl. The hesitancy and apprehensiiia with which 
he had given his assent lo the Banir bill, rendered 
him the more alert lo check other attempts to en- 
large the power.s of the Govetnmenl, and lo pre- 
reut Ihe consequences from this act which Mr. 
JeOerson had anticipated. In these efforts the 
lorceofhis character arid the fear of his dissent 
and displeasure, rendered him, in a great degree, 
taccessful. 

The signing of the Bank bill, and a few other 
acts of Washington's administration, done ander 
ihe advice of Hamilton and hii political associates, 
!;ave the Repobiican friends of the Pre.'^idenl great 
uDea>iiies'<, but Led to no distioct oreanizatien of 
parties. None doubled the puritir of Washington^ 
motives; few perceived al first the complicated dan- 
gers which lurked under Ihe principles avowed by 
HamUton; and all were desirous that Washiogton 
hould leave public life without a shade on his glo- 
■y, or a feeling [o mar the happiness of his remain- 
ing days. In the eloqneni language of Mr. Jeffiuv 
-, who viewed the transaction* of the day *ilh 

eye of a philosopher and a patriot, ' they would 
notsufiiir the temporary aberration lo weigh against 
the immeaanrable merits of bis life;'aud allhougtt 
they tumbled his seducers from their places, they 
preserved his memory embalmed in their hearts 
with uudiminLshed love and devotion, and there it 
will forever remain embalmed, in enlireoblivieiiof 
every temporary thing which might cloud Ihe glo- 
ries of his splendid lifer" 



Roouerwere the name and in 
Washington withdrawn from Ihe Adoii 
of lb e Government, than Ihe anii-Democratic^i 



OaieiN op TUB aEPDlLICiN 4HD riDBBlL 

/Whe Ihe bm In eataUiah a National Bank was oi loe uovemmeni. man me anil- Lie mocrauc^tn. 
presentea to i'reideni WasbiDgtoB, ha hesitated as cip'.e, 'oniw X'Ufc ■&»!« n^ ■?«(i!ti*«iMi,^wBeaB. '*• 
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5how itself opealy in practice. He was sncoeeded 
in the Presidential chair by John Adams, an 
. avowed monarchist. Within two years from his 
accession to the Presidency, the calm which had 
preceded and accompanied the retirment of Wash- 
ington, wa*^ changed into a storm of political ex- 
citement by the boldness and recklessness wiih 
which the new Administration attempted to carry 
into practice the avowed principles of the Federal 
party. Then, for the first lime, were the people of 
this country divided by distinct party lines, upon 
the principles which ought to control the Adminis- 
tration of our Government — a division which, 
wiih many mutaiions of men knd of names, and 
sometimes a momentary obscuration of those lines, 
has existed to the present day and will coniinue to 
exist as long as cur Government endures, or the 
principle of evil is permited to operate in the poli- 
tical or moial world. 

At the hxai session of Congress under the new 
Administratic^n, the celebrated alien act was 
passed, which authorized the President to order 
any alien to leave the country, when he should 
deem that the public security required it, on pain 
of three years' imprisonment. 

At the same session, the equally celebrated sedi- 
tion law was enacted, subjecting to a penalty oi 
not exceeding i wo thousand dollars Und imprison- 
ment not exceeding two years, any one who should 
"^rite, print, uiter, or publish," or cause or aid in 
the same, *'any false, scandalous, and. malicious 
wriiiAg or wniings against the Government of the 
United State-j;, or either House of the Congress of 
the United S ales, or the President of the United 
States, with ih? irrtent to defame the said Grovern- 
ment, or either House of said Congress, or the said 
President, or to bring them or either of. them into 
contempt or disrepute; or to excite against them or 
either or any of ihem the hatred of the pood people 
of the United States, or to stir up sedition in the 
United Siatcs," giving the Federal courts jarisdic- 
tion over the pres^ in such cases. 

Acts were passed also for raising a standing ar- 
my and increasing the navy, carrying the expendi- 
tures far beyond the mfeans of the Government. 

To sustain these establishments, a direct tax was 
laid, and (•tamp and excise duties imposed, and 
these not bein^ tufficient, loans were resorted to. 
Although ihexe measures were defended on the 
ground that a war with France was impending, the 
Republican party now, for the time, assuming a 
regular organization, believed, as it ultimately ap- 
peared, that France had no inclination to make 
war upon us, and that the chief object of all these 
measures, ^ome df which they considered unconsti- 
tutional, was to break down the State authorities 
and the independence of the people, for the purpose 
of enlarging the powers of the GJeneral Govern- 
ment and assimilating it to the admired British 
model. 

Around this Administration rallied all the mo- 
narchists and aristocrats of the Revelation. There 
were men taking an active part in that struggle 
- ^o fought for Indcpgjidqjj^Jiuitnot fQf L i>i> rty > 
Thcy'HesT/edno establish the mdependence of the 
€owUry, not that the people vnght kefree, but that they 
might be its ruleis. They desired to be the titled 
nobility of a new monarchy, to be raised above the 



peopfe and live upon their labor in luxury and 
ea^e — an eminence they could never hope to gain 
&o long a$ their country was tributary to a foreign 
monarchy, which kept them far from the throne. 
They were delighted with the Federal Administra- 
tion of the elder Adams, perceiving %n its measures 
a tendency towards the end they had from the be- 
ginning of resistance to British power, had steadily 
in view. These, men were joined by most of th* 
old Tories whose sufferings had inspired them with 
a deadly hatred for the Republican principles and 
men of the Revolution, and they now sought their 
revenge upon the one by contributing to the sub- 
version of file other. These combinations, backed 
by the National Bank, the Alien and Sedition 
Laws, a standing army, the countenance and 
power of the Administration, and we may add a 
willing judiciary, were full of hope, insolent and 
overbearing. For a time, leading Republicans 
could scarce show themselves m public places or 
m the st eets of the capital, without being hooted 
at and insulted,* and that period in oar country^s 
history acquired the appropriate name of ^*the 
Reign of Terror.''* "No person," says Mr. Jeffer- 
son, **who was not a witness of the scenes of that 
gloomy period, can form any idea of the afflicting 
Persecutions and personal indignities we had to^ 
Irook." 

* Startled at the bold usurpations of the Federal 
Government, and perceiving in the establishment 
of the principles upon which it was administered 
the cerrain loss of all that was valuable in the in- 
dependence secured by the Revolution, the Repub- 
licans of that day, the true Whigs of the Revolu- 
tion, g rded on their armor, and ruehed to the res- 
cue of liberty and the Constitution. " Seeking 
only *' the greatest good of the greatest number," 
having adopted the principles of the Declaration 
pt Independence as their guide, and with its great 
author, " sworn upon the altar of God eternal 
hostility against every form of tyranny over the 
mind of man, they took the field, resolved to over- 
throw the barriers which Federal authority was 
creeling around its usurpations. Men of talents 
and learning took np the cause of the people with the 
zeal of apostles and the devotion of martyrs. They 
6ll-d ihe newspapers with ab'e and animated dis- 
cussions >tid throwing themselves into the Legis- 
laiures of the States, through those organs, in pow- 
erful addresses and resolutions, asserted the true 
doctrines op the Constitution. After a short but 
severe 8tru|[gle, ih« Democratic principle prevailed, 
and at the Presidential election ot 1800, Jefferson 
and Burr, the Republican candidates for President 
arid Vice President, received a majority of the elec- 
toral v\ tes. 

FEDSaAL ELECTION FRAITDS OF 1801. 

A scene then ensued characteristic of the Fede- 
ral or anti-Dem:cratic party. According to the 
Constitutir n as it then was, no person was voted 
for as Vice President. The electors each voted for 
two persons as President; the candidate having the 
highest number of votes was to be President, and 
the next high^-st was to be Vice President It hap- 
pened in this case, that Jefferson and Burr had 
eat h the same number of votes; so that it devolved 
upon the Hease of Representatives, voting by 
States, to determine which should be President. 
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That both the people and electors intended that 
Mr. Jefferson sfaouid be the President, there was 
not the slightest reason"" to doubt; yet, in contempt 
of a vast majority of the people, the Federal party 
in the House, not being able to elect Burr, and de- 
termined thac so pure a Republican as Jefferson 
should noi be elected, determined to prevent an 
election altogether, and provide by law for the ad- 
ministration of the Government! This first at- 
tempt of the Federal party to treat an election "as 
if it had not been held," and the means by which 
their objects were thwar(ed, are thus described by 
Mr. Jeflerson, in a letter to Mr. Madison, dated 
19th December, 1800, viz: 

"There will be an absolute parity between the 
two Republican candidates. This has produced 
great dismay, and gloom on the Republican gentle- 
men here, and exultation among the Federalists, who 
openly declare that they will prevent an election, 
and will name a President of the Senate pro tern. 
by what they say would only be a stretch of the 
Constitution. The month of February will there- 
fore present us storms of a new character " 

On the 26th he says again to Mr. Madison: 

*'-The Federalists appear determined to prevent 
an election, and to pass a bill giving the (Govern- 
ment to Mr. Jay, as Chief Justice, or to Marshall, 
as Secretary of State." On the 15jh of February, 
he says to Mr. Monroe, " Four days of balloiing 
have produced not a single change of a vote. If 
they could have been permitted to pass a law for 
putting the Government into the hands of an offi- 
cer, ihey would certainly hare prevented an elec- 
tion. But we thought it best to declare openly and 
firmly, one and all, that the day such an act passed, the 
middle States would arm, and that no such usurpation, 
even for a single daf , would he submitted to. The 
fir.^t shook them, and they were completely alarmed 
at the resource for which we declared, to wit, a 
convention to reorganize the Government, and to 
amend it. The very word convention gives them 
the horrors, as, in the present Democratical spirit of 
America, they fear they should lose some of the 
favorite morsels of the Constitation." 

In a letter to Mr. Madison of the 18th of Febru- 
ary, (after. the choice) he says: "The minori^ in 
the House of Representatives, after seeing the im- 
possibility of electing Burr, the certainty that a 
legislative usurpation would be resisted by arms, 
and a resource to a convention to re-organize and 
amend the Government, held a consultation;" &c^ 
&c. — ^and finally, in a letter to Governor M'Eean, 
of the 9ih of March, he rays: ** Had it terminated 
in the election ef Mr. Burr, every Representative 
would, I am sure, have acquiesced in a moment, 
because, however it might have been variant from 
the intention of the voters, yet it would have been 
agreeable to the Ck>nstitution.'* • • « 
*' But in the event of an usurpation, I was decided 
with those who were determined not to permit it. 
Because, that precedent once set, would be artifici- 
ally reproduced, and end in a dictator. Virginia 
was bristling up, I believe." 

It watt the certainty of a resort to arms, and that 
only, and not any respect for the rights or will of 
^the people, which deterred the Federal parly, on 
that memorable occasion, Arom treating the elec- 
^tton of PresideAt as if it had never happened, and 



maintainini^ themselves in power by direct usurpa- 
tion. They knew the physical power of the States 
was against them; they feared that a new conven- 
tion would but extend the practical influence of the 
Democratic principle; and, alter manifesting their 
contempt, for all that is popular m government, 
they contented themselves with reorganizing the 
judiciary and filling it with their creatures, in the 
vain hope that the life tenure of the judges and 
their astuteness at construction would forin an ef- 
fectual check to the Democratic influences which 
were every where taking possession of the Execu- 
tive and legislative powers of the States as well as 
the Union. Among the last official acts of the el- 
der Adams, was the appointment of numerous ju- 
dicial officers to occupy situations which Federal- 
ism had created for them in the last moments of its 
power. 

The Republican party took possession of the 
reins of power in 1801. The alien and sedition 
laws were repealed ; the newly raised army was 
disbanded ; the taxes and excises were abolished ; 
the new judiciary system was overthrown, not- 
withstanding the Federal doctrine, resolutely main- 
tained, that the life tenure of the judges rendered 
it inviolable; every thing was put on the most sim- 
ple and economical footing; the national debt was 
e;radually paid off, and the National Bank was suf- 
fered to pass out of existence at the end of its char- 
tered term, notwithstanding the efforts of the Fe- 
deralists tp renew it. ^ 

WAR OF 1812 AND ITS CONSEaUENCES. 

But for the war of 1812, our country might have 
enjoyed a long period of quiet and prosperity un- 
der the mild dominion of that principle in Govern- 
ment which contents itSelf with the -least possible 
abridgment of human liberty, and the least possi- 
ble exaction from the earnings ef the citizen. 

War is a formidable enemy to Democracy. To 
make it efficient it must be carried on with a s rong 
hand. Ii accustoms the minds of men to the sacri 
ficeof indvidual liberty and to the exercise of arbi- 
trary power. It tends to make men think that all 
government, to be efficient, must resemble that of 
an army. It corrupts the morals of men, and ren- 
ders them comparatively indifferent to all human 
rights, whether of life, liberty or property. That 
which they see daily and remorselessly destroyed in 
the movements, subsistence and operations of ar- 
mies, they cease to regard as sacred or valuable. 
War also brings with it taxation and public debt, 
drawing heavily upon the firnits of present indus- 
try, and mortgaging the soil and the sinews of the 
citizen for an indefinite period to the creditors of the 
Government. And the burdens of the people are 
much enhanced by the profligacy attendant on ex- 
penditures connected with a state of war, which, 
in the demoralization of passing scenes, it is diffi- 
cult to restr'ain, and impossible to prevent. 

The war of 1812 had its natural effect on our 
Government and people. It brought with it taxa- 
tion, immense expenditures, demorallzaHon, and 
an increased national debt. By its disasters, and 
the difficulties with which it was prosecuted, it led 
many honest minds to think that our Government, 
administered upon Democratic principles, was not 
strong enough for national defence. The minds of 
many who had fought the Republican hat!ile&<\C 
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1798-1800, teered round more or ]«fS3 to the no- 
tions of the Federal party, and they began to think 
it necessary to increaf e the powers and strengthep 
the hands of the General Government. 

In this bias of men's minds, a National Bank, 
the most effective engine of Federal or anti-Demo 
cratic influence, was re-established. To create a 
demand for the surplus moneys brought into the 
Treasury by unusual and unreasonable exactions 
upon the labor of the people, a right was claimed 
to maise roads and dig canals thronghout the Union. 
The consummation of this grand scheme to enlarge 
the powers of the General Government, and ac- 
complish the ends aimed. at by the Federal party 
under the elder Adams, was checked by the veto 
of President Monroe; but was, nevertheless, still 
perseveringly pursued by iis contrivers and advo- 
cates. 

THE ELECTION AND THE ADMINISTRATION OP THE 

TODNGER ADAMS. * 

The coalition of 1824-5, which made the younger 
Adams President, and avowedly relied on the pow- 
er and patronage of the Government t ^ sustain it, 
had the success of this grand scheme among the 
most cherished of its ultimate objects. 

The incidents of that election, and the latitudina- 
rian doctrines avowed by the Administration which 
grew out of it, roused the Democracy of the land 
to another decisive effort to "taring back the Go- 
vernment to its Republican tack." The j[>atriarch 
of the party, in his retirement, could not forget the 
principles of his youth, or refrain from expressing 
to the friends with whom he corresponded, his hor- 
ror and apprehension from the degeneracy of the 
times. After the promnlgntion of the younger 
Adams's first message, in December, 1825, Mr. Jef- 
ferson wrote to Mr. Giles, in the following strain, 
viz: 

"I see as you do, and with the deepest affliction, 
the rapid strides with which the Federal branch 
of our Government is advancing towards the 
consolidation in itself of all the powers, foreign 
and domestic; and that too by constructions, 
"which, if legitimate, leave no limits to their pow- 
ers. Take tpgeiher the decisions of the Federal 
Court, the doctrines of the President, and the 
misconstructions of the constitutional cempact, 
acted on by the Legislaiure of the Federal branch, 
and it is but too evident, that the three ruling 
branches, of that department are in combination to 
strip their colleagues, the State authorities, of the 
powers reserved by them, and to exercise them- 
selves all functions, foreign and domestic." 

As late as January 9th, 1826, in another letter he 
said: **I fear with you all the evils which the pre- 
sent lowering aspect of our political horizon so 
ominously portends. That at some future day, 
which I hoped to be very distant, the free princi- 
ples of our Government might change, with a change 
qf circumstances, was to be expected. But I cer- 
tainly did not expect that they would not outlive 
the generation which established them. And what 
I still less expected was, that my favorite Western 
country was to be made the instrument of chanee. 
I bad ever and fondly cherished the interests of that 
country, relying on itafi a barrier against the de- 
generacy of public opinion from our original and 
free principles. But the bait of local interests, 



artfully prepare) for their palates, (Mr. Clay^ 
system ef ihiemal improvements,) ^has decoyed 
them from their . kindred attachments, to alliances 
alien to them." * • 

TRIUMPH OF DEMOCRACY AND ELECTION. OP OEN^RAL 
' ' JACKSON. 

These were nlia^feelings of old Democrats who 
had lived through long lives in tlfe pure faith, 
unswerved by tempord]|(y incidents, and uaseduced 
by the glittering objects of unstable ambition. 
Uniting with the junH)r Democfacy under the 
.banner of the Hero of- New Orleans, a second 
victory was achieved after a desperate encounter, 
over the combined forces of Federalism, with all 
its means of influence, as decisive as the first. 
The consequences were also the same. As the 
alien and seditioii laws, ihe army, the taxes, and • 
the bank, wiih all the devices of an ancient Fe- 
deralism, fell before the triumphant Democracy, 
headed by Jefferson and Madison;; so the sys- 
tem of in'ernal improvements by the General Qo- 
vernmer»t — the Bank — and other devices of mo- 
dern Federalism, fell before their new leader, 
Andrew Jackson. That the modern Federal 
parly were not at once rendered as powerless as 
was the ancient in the time of Mr. Jefferson, 
and still dared to contest the asc«ndency with 
the Democracv, is attributable to the more ex- 
tensive means of influence it had acquired 
through the Bank of ^hc United State^c; the in- 
crease of overgrown wealth, and the misdirected 
legislation of the several States. The Democra- 
tic principle looks to the rights and interest of 
the individual man, as the only sure basis of a 
just Government. It repudiates ^U laws which 
give to particular men, or companies of men, 
rights and privileges, which cannot be enjoyed by 
others, who are members of the same community. 

QC this character are all monopolies, which in 
their operations discourage private enterprise, bring 
individuals in a state of interes'ed ilependence,)and 
elevate oae man above his neighbor by the par- 
tiality of law. Among the most mischievous and 
extensive influences which have weighed down 
the mass of the people, and deranged the currency 
and business of the country, may be numbered 
with that of exces^ve banking. Found useful for 
commercial purpo«es, these institutions may have 
been unduly multiplied and extended, until not 
the commercial, but the manufacturing, mechanic, 
and farming interests, are directly affected by their 
operations. States rely on them to sustain their 
credit, and the whole people are ('ependent on 
them for their currency. The enormous expan- 
sions and contractions for the last few years, com- 
mencing with the late Bank of the United States, 
and extending its evils through the whole system, 
have seriously affected the value of property, and 
the markets and the price of labor have been ren- 
dered unsteady and uncertain by the same cause. In 
short, so wide spread has been the mischief that it 
has crippled the operations of the institutions them- 
selves and in,some of the States, that they may ex- 
tend rather than correct these evils, they have thrown 
off all their obUgations to the public, whenever it 
%uited their convenience.. A bloated, irredeemable 
ctirrency was the favorite scheme of the early Fede- 
ralists; and the modern Whigs, true to their early 
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faith, have manifested their^ttachment for post 
notes and depreciated paper, as ofi!en as an oppor- 
tuDity has been presented. 

PSO^aALISV IN TBS STATS OP- NEW TORK. 

Bat while we invoke the history of the past, for 
an exhibition of the fell spirit of ancient Federal- 
ism j it may not be amiss to remember that we have 
now, within t|^e capital of ear own State, its prac- 
tical deqionstratioD; shorn, to be sore, of its an 
dent dignity and sincerity, and robed in hypocrisy 
and falsehood, yet retaining all its hatred to th.e 
people — its disregard for the popular will, and its 
tyranny and rapacity. Into what hands, may we 
not ask, in a spirit of deep homilitj^ has the Em- 
pire State fallen ! The response is ready — into the 
hands of Federalism. It came to power in an evil 
moment, upon piofessions of a superior regard for 
the public good, and promised, like Satan, in return 
for its acquisition, *'all the kingdoms of the world.'* 
It repudiated the doctrine of official spoils as demo- 
ralizing and licqntious, and inculcated', as the pri 
mary article of its faith, a disregard of all partisan 
considerations in the selection of public officers. 
It affected to raise a high standard ef morality for 
its guide in the administration of the Government, 
and impiously profaned ihe name of Democracy 
by inserting it in its published creed. And how 
have its boasted promises been fulfilled? Let the 
history of the last few months furnish the answer. 
The first step which we propose to note since the 
complete ascendency of Federalism in this State, 
was the usheriog in, at the commencement of the 
present session of the Legislature, of the Gover- 
nor's message. This document emanated from 
the Chief Magistrate of the State— the conceded 
head of the party in power, and may be supposed to 
contain a specimen of the principles by which the 
Federal party are actuated. Without descending 
to details, we point to it as a tissue of sophistry, 
hypocrisy, and evasion; abounding in appeals to 
passions and prejudice — to sectional and sectarian 
interests, and lacking dignity, sincerity and truth. 
The reports and documents emanating from the 
State officers, in imitation of the Executive mes- 
sage, have been put forth abounding in misrepre- 
sentations aud perversions calculated to conceal 
important facts in the management of the public 
finances. Funds sacredly pledged by the constitu- 
tion and Iaws^.for a specific purpose, and invested 
in the stock of this State, have been covertly di<^ 
verted from their purpose, the fund disturbed or 
broken up, the s;ock forced into market at a time 
of great pecuniary embarrassment, thus impairing 
the credit and wasting the resources of the 
States, and the avails loaned to banks, which 
were, in some instances, of doubtful credit^ for a 
term of years. All this, too, was done while the 
State, by reason of the gross* mismanagement of 
the finances, was unable to pay the laborers upon 
its public works. Nor should it be forgotten that 
all information of a proceeding so unjustifiable and 
highrhanded was withheld from the Legislature 
until wrung from the Executive Department br 
resolutions of inquiry. And where are the bless- 
ings which were to be vouchsafed to a confiding 
people at the hands of a Whig Legislature As a 
whole, the long session has been consumed by the 
majority in the manufacture of material for the 



next campaign. The business of ordinary and 
aseful legiislation has been thrown aside for politi- 
cial resolntions, partisan reports, and empty ha- 
rangues} in denanciation of the General Govern- 
meat — the ancient gag law has been revived to 
stifle free discos^on by the minority, and the vio- 
lence with which power has been exercised would 
have been worthy of Federalism in its palmiest 
days. In the pursuit of official station we chal- 
ienge either ancient or modem times to furnish a 
parallel. No place of honor, trust, or emolument, 
within their reach, has been passed by; but the 
whole session has presented a rude scene of scram- 
ble and intrigue for office — of removals and ap- 
pointments. Neither fidelity or experience, eleva- 
tion or humility, manhood or age, have been 
spared; but all alike have been made to give place 
to the rapacity of the ruling dynasty. Nor is 
this all. Although loudly professing the doctrines 
oi retrenchment and reform, numerous unnecessa- 
ry offices have been created by law, fur no other 
purpose than to give stations to drill sergeants of 
the Executive, and to compensate them for politi- 
cal services out of, the people's Treasury. In short, 
the session has practically exhibited Federalism as 
it is — wanton, ferocious, aad overbearing — ready 
to acquire power by any means, to exercise it 
without scruple, and to retain it any hazard. Its' 
pretended regard for the public welfare has teen 
manifested in little but mook resolution, and its 
love for the people, exhibited, at a time of great 
pecuniary depression, by making large additions 
to the public debt, and in mortgaging the land and 
labor of the whole for the benefit of incorporations. 
But why vex the public mind by attempting to 
contrast the practices with the professions of Fe- 
deral Whigery. The whole is before the people. 
In profession it stands forth loud, boastful and pre* 
tending — in practice false, hypocnticil, and de- 
signing. 

THE OLD FEDERAL AND MODERN WHIG PART7 IDEN- 
TICAL. 

With these evidences before him, can any man 
doubt that the party now calling itself ^-^fAig-," is 
the same party which, under the name of *'fcc/era.'- 
ist,^^ was encountered by JeiTerion and his asso- 
ciates in the early days of the Republic. 

Look at facts and principles. More than nine- 
tenths of the individuals known as Federa ints in 
former da3s, now rally uncer the banners of Whig- 
ery. The principles and practices of Federalism 
and Whigery are identical. Who were, in former 
timcvS the advocates and supporters of the Bank of 
the United States? Tke Federalists* Who are they 
now? The Wfiigs. Who, in former days, opposed 
the extension of the light of suffrage, and derided 
the capacity of ihe people for self government? TU 
Federalists, Who are now most distrustful of the 
people, and seek by registry laws and other de- 
vices to embarrass the exercise of a right they can- 
not withhold? The Whigs. Who passed laws for 
the expulsion of foreigners from the country, and 
to prevent emigration hither, though "obstructing 
the laws for naturalization of foreigners and refus- 
ing to pass others to encourage their migration 
hither," by the king of England, was set forth in the 
Declaration of Independence as one of the causes of 
the Revolution? The Fedtralisls, Who are now 
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in favor of ezclading foreigners from office and 
from the right of suffrai^e, and are getting tip 
Native American Societies, and resorttns; to 
other means to embarrass naturalization, with ihe 
same views? The Whigs, Who passed the Sedition 
act, to prevent men from speaking and writing with 
freedom upon the doings of th*) Congress or Presi- 
dent of the United States? The FederaUsts, Who 
are now pressing a bill in Congress to cartail the 
political rights and privileges of a large number of 
our citizens holding offices under the Government? 
The Whigs. Who, under the reign of Hamilton 
and Adams, were the advocates of a national 
debt? The Federalists. Who are now attempting, 
by withdrawing from the General Government its 
means of support, to force it gain inte deb? The 
Whigs. Who were the advocates, in the time of 
John Adams, of high taxes and extravagant ex- 
penditures? The Federalists. Who are now the 
advocates of high taxes, under the name of duties 
on imports, and assuming direct power over the 
internal affairs of the country, such as roads and 
canals, in doing the same thing indirectly, by 
giving money to the States to be expended upon 
ihem, thus enlarging iacalculably the public ex- 
pend ituie^? The Whigs. Who, in the time of 
Jefferson and Madison, took sides against their 
own Government in every dispute with a foreign 
power? The Federalists. Who did the same thing 
in the time of General Jackson? The Whigs 
Who, in the days of John Adams, offered per- 
sonal indignities at the capitol to ' Jefferson, 
Randolph, and o:her leading Republicans? 
The Federalists. Who, in their mobbish pa- 
rades with shouts and mock music now insult 
and deride leading Democrats at Washirguin, 
and alarm their families in the dead of night? 
The Whigs. Scarcely a principle or a practice 
can be named in which ancient Federalism and 
modern Whigery are not entirely parallel. In- 
dee«J, those vho remember the history of the 
times, cannot have forgotten, that the one name is 
the direct descendant of the other, only in the se- 
cond degree. Federalist was originally a popular 
name. It was borne with pride by the anti-De- 
mocratic party, until it was disgraced by its 
owners, and came to signify an enemy to libertK- 
That party^then cast it off, and took the name 
of " National Republican," a popular .appella- 
tion. This, also, ihey soon disgraced and repu- 
diated. They then, after casting odium upon every 
faction to which chance gave birth, by adopting 
its cognomen, assumed the ancient and honored 
name ot "Whig," and, for a few years, have in- 
scribed that upon their banners. It was as a party 
in each case that they threw off one name and 
took another; as a party, they threw off the name 
of Federalist and took that of National Republi- 
can; as a party, they threw off the name of Na- 
tional Republican, and took that of Whig; the 
party were essentially the same under each name; 
for how *'can the Ethiopian change his skin,i 
or the leopard his spots?" In the language of Mr. 
Jefferson, "Tories are Tories still, by whatever 

\ name they may be called." 

\ The Democrat has reason to be proud of the con- 
trast which the history of party names afford?. His 
party have never made their party name nnpopu- 



lar and odions, by their dishonest, nnpatriotie, and 
traitoroas coodact. His principles are trntb, ho- 
nesty and patriotism, which never disgrace the 
name which is made to embrace them. H^ 
party exists from generation to generation, under 
the same name, respected and admired; while he 
sees hi^ antagonist every few years casting tiff a 
name made odious by his principles and practices, 
and assuming one more popular, as a means of 
gaining strength with the few who mistake names 
for principles. And now, after exhanstiog the 
political vocabulary in selecting a name, we see 
this Federalf Muionat, Repvklican, Whig party at- 
tempting to filch from*us the name of Democrat! 
Is it not enough that they have always been per* 
mitted to choose names for themselves? After 
disgracing all they have chosen, and rendering 
them a by- word and a reproach — is it not too 
much that they should attempt to rob us of ours? 

The Federal practice of changing party names 
merits deep consideration from the people, as an 
evidence of dishonest principle^. An hontst man 
never changes his name, because his honesty 
makes it honorable. A knave frequently changes 
his, with his place, because it is his interest no/ to 
be known. The Democratic party marches onward, 
proud of ths name which iis principles have made 
honorable; while its antagonist changes its name 
wiih every change of circumstances, being always 
the strongest when its principles are least known. 
And it is the same dishonest motive which in- 
duces it constantly to fix false names upon the De- 
mocraic party as well as its own. In the time of 
Jefferson it called us Jacobins, infidel-, levellers, 
agrarians, Sec. &c. and under Jackson it honored 
us with similar appellations, and has superadded 
ihe term of Loc9 Foco ! An this an intelligent peo- 
ple view with indifference, so far as it effects them, 
and as one of the means by which the anti-Demo- 
cia'ic parly disgrace and render disreputable every 
name they adopt. 

Federalism was opposed ta every extension of 
the right of suffrage; but the Democratic spirit in 
this State and many others, has rendered ihat op- 
position unavailing, and made it almost universal. 
Federal Whigery is now compelled lo resort to 
other means to defeat the great objects of that ex- 
tension, and s.till keep the Government in the 
hands of the few.. These means are multifarious, 
and are varied as circumstances require. 

FEDERAL MrSRF PRESENTATIONS. 

The first is false representations to their own 
principles and object?, as well as those of their op- 
ponents. Their own changes of names, and the 
pcractice of giving odious names to their opponents, 
constitute a part of this game. They think a De- 
itiocakic people are so ignorant and simple, that 
they may be induced by a name to vote against 
their (uvn principles. 

Devoled to a National Bank, they tell the people 
that question is settled: but omit no opportunity to 
make impressions on their minds favorable to such 
an institution. 

While the Government fnnds were deposited in 
the State banks, they called those imtimtions the 
"pet banks," and abused the system without mea- 
sure; but the moment the Gk)vernment, on. account 
of the failure of those banks to fulfil their obliga- 
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tions to the public as well as indiyidnals, proposed 
to place the funds elsewhere, the *'pet banks" be- 
came great favorites with them, and the new sys- 
tem suggested was denounced with a. violence 
never surpassed. 

They declared that the Independent Treasury 
was a device to give the public money or its use to 
Executive officers, when they knew its only object 
was to prevent its being used for private purposes, 
throagh the instrumentality of bank.*', and cause it 
to be kept sacredly for the use of the public. 

They know that if the public money be put in 
banks, it will be tendered unsafe by being lent out, 
and that in the hands of individual depositaries, 
bound to fidelity by penal laws and heavy bonds, it 
will be kept for the use of the public only; yet they 
pretend to be most anxious for the safety of the Go- 
vernment funds. 

They pretend that this plan puts ^Hhe purse and 
the sword" into the hands of the President, when 
ihey know it does neither, as it doe? not give him 
power to raise a ^g!e soldier; the power to lay 
taxes, raise armies, and declare war, remain in 
Ck>ngre.^s, without being in the least degree affected 
or impaired. 

They pretend Jhat this plan will put the public 
money within ihe reach of the President, when they 
know that he cannot touch a dollar of it by borrow- 
ing or otherwise, wilh-ut a direct violation of the 
law, and that under the former system he could 
borrow it from the banks to any amount, without 
any check or control. 

, They charge the President wiih hostility to the 
banks, when their only authority for it is his known 
hostility to their abuses. He was their fri«nd while 
they obeyed the laws, and no longer. The Wnigs 
were their enemies while they obeyed the laws, 
and no longer. Their friendship be^an when his 
ended. He desires to see them subjected to ihe 
laws of ihe counirv; they do not; yet they claino- to 
be the special friends of *'the Constitution and 
laws !" They charge Democracy with being op- 
posed to a sound currency ^ of which ihey claim to 
be the exclusive fnends; and yet they recommend 
and iustain the issue of pest notes by the bank-^, 
thus defrauding the i:eople, and depreciating the 
currency, while the Democrats insist that the baok^ 
shall be required, by rede emirg their paper on de- 
maud, to keep it at all times at par wiih specie. 

They represent the leaders of the Democrat io 
party as desirous of reducing the price of prodice 
and labor, when their only object i« to secure pay- 
ment to ihe farmer and laborer in a currency 
which shall be of a fixed and certain value when 
they get it, and not liable to become worthless in 
their pockets. 

The President is repres?-nted in one place as an* 
Abolitionist, and in another as an advocate of 
slavery, when in fact he is neither; as an enemy to 
the right of suffrage, when he was one of the most 
efilcient instruments in procuring its extension; as 
an enemy to the last war, when he was one of its 
most decided supporters. \ 

There is indeed scarcely a word of truth in all 
that is said in the Federal Whig papers about the 
President, his principles, practices, or designs. 
While they represent every thing about him as sel- 
fish and eormpt, there never was in fact a. purer 



and more disinterested Administration, or one 
which has kept the rights, interests, liberty and 
happii\^$s of the people more steadily in view. 

FBDSBAL CANDIDATE FOa THE PRE>IDENCT. 

If deception Ls ihe gain of the Federal party in 
relation to men in power, it |s no less so in relation 
to their own principles, designs, and mode of ope* 
rations. It is well known that a vast majority of 
that j^arty preferred Henry Clay, and very many 
of them Daniel Webster, as their candidate for the 
Presidency. The proud, unbending Federalists, 
the survivors of the John Adams "reign of terror," 
preferred Webster, because he was the consistent, 
unchanged advocate of their ancient principles. 
Considering Mr. Clay as an apostate Democrat, 
they never looked upon him with the same confi- 
dence or respect. . But as Mr. Clay was nor alone 
in his apostacy, and the younger members of the 
Federal party scarcely remembered him as a 
Democrat, his bold and decisive char^tctergavehim 
advantages over the timid Webster which made him 
the favorite of the parly. But that party had no hope 
of success upon its principles. Its only chance was 
to induce, by some controUing motive, a portion of 
the people, who really abhor its principles, to vote 
for its candidatei). The Aniimasonic and Abolition 
parties prespnted the only resources from which 
j^uch auxiiiariei were to be expected. The Anti- 
masons \BDuld not vote for Mr. Clay, because he is 
a Mason; the Abolitionists would not vote for him, 
because he is a slaveholder. A coaipromise was 
hit upon. There was a superannuated man, living 
on the banks of the Ohio, called William Henry 
Harrison. %To the ol 1 Federalists he would not be 
unacceptable, because he was himself a Federalist 
of ihe old s( hool, having approved th« high-handed 
measures of John Adams's admmisliaiion. He 
was mA a Mason nor a slaveholder; so ihat he 
coujl^niot be peculiarly repugnant to Antima^ons 
and Abolitioi.'ists. He had moreover been a Ge- 
neral in the last war wiih Great Britam; and, al- 
though he had not achieved *'a vict ry of Ntw 
0(ltjLns,''or any thing like it, the glowioff pens and 

\ flam ni; tongues of F'eileral Whigery might be able 

; 10 m.icrriify him into a hero of the first magnitude, 
a*!d thus catch a little of that popular enthusiasm 

; '.vhich they supposed had raised Gen -ral Jackson 
fo ih' chair of State, and sustained hm there, 

' i^sraiust all their corruptions, panics, aiid denuncia- 
iiwiis. For these rfa>()ns, noiwiih-ianding the 
horror of the Federal Whisks for miiiiary chief- 

; laiiiS, the weak and vain old General was selected 

: by the convention at Harrisburg as the candidate of 

I their party. ' 

And upon what principles did this great Conven- 

I lion recommend the support of their "military 
chieftain" to the American people? Upon none 

\ whatsoever. They gave to their country no reason 
for their choice: they published no address setting 
fonh the principles of their candidate and the po- 

"licy he would pur$ue, if elevated to the Chief Ma- 
gistracy. Perhaps the task of doing ^o was not 
easy. To catch the votes of Federalists and De- 
mocrats, he must appear to be neither the one nor 
the other. To be voted for by Bank men and anti« 
Bank men, he must not be committed on that point. 
To secure the vmes of Masons and Antimasons, h» 
most appear to be neither. Bat, above all, as he 
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was to be the candidate of s1a7eholders in the 
•South, and Abolitionists in the North, it would not 
do to say a word on that subject. 

But the precautions of our modern Federalists 
did not stop here. Some of the freemen of the 
Republic, noi caring to vote in the dark, might take 
the not unusual liberty in this country of asking 
the candidate for iheir suffrage what were his prin- 
ciples in relation to the leading objfcts now under 
public discussion, and the old man might thwari 
the objects of the party by giving honest replies. 
A committee was, therefore, interposed between 
him and/ the people, to prevent their approaching 
him ! They receive letters addressed to him, and 
reply to them; but, in&tead of satisfying the anxious 
inquiries oi an honest people, ihey lell them that 
the policy ot the committee is: 

"That the General make no further decla- 
ration OP HIS PRINCIPLES, FOR THE PUBLIC EYE, 
WHILST OCCUPyiNG HIS PRESENT POSITION." 

These were the words of David Gwynne, J, C. 
Wrightf and <). M. Spencer, a committee at Cincin- 
nati, in reply to a friendly letter of inquiry from 
the Oswego tlaion Association in this State. 

Here we have a candidate for the highest station 
in thepeople^s gift, cut off from all intercourse with 
the people, an(i refusing to answer their honest in-^ 
quiries in relation lo his principles, or even to per 
mit it to be done by others ! Whether the old Ge- 
neral has willingly inierposed this screen between 
him and the people, or whether his supporters have 
forced him into this position, for the purpose of 
concealing a:» well his incapacity as his principles, 
it is equally degrading to him and insultins: to the 
freemen on whose votes he relies to place him in 
the Presiduntr^al chair. 

And what have we in lieu of that frank and no- 
ble interchange of opinion upon subjects of high 
public concern, between thet^andidaie and the peo- 
ple which bec«>mes a free country, and does now, 
as it ever has done, distinguish the Democratic 
leaders and thsir party? 

We have degrading appeals to the presumed ig- 
norance and prejudices of the people, as if they 
were as debased as bad governments have made the 
populace of London or Paris. Instead of an ad- 
dress, appealing to high principle as the guide of 
those who were to rally under the Harrison banner, 
the Harri&buig Ocnvention evidently projected si- 
multaneous movement throughout the country, by 
meetings and conventions, catch-words and devices, 
to bring to their aid any other faculty of the people, 
than their r a^on and good sense. Glory lo the 
Hero oj Tippecanoe became the shou», and the 
achrevemeuis of Harrison were now, for the 
fiist time, celebrated in song, and copious liba- 
tiens of 'h\ri cider" are poured out to this ar- 
tificial *'god of battles." Though living upon 
a large farm, and enriched by a sinecure office, 
he was declared to be a poor man, and "the 
poor man's CAndidate." His fine frame house 
was converted into a "log cabin," and the wine 
iirith which he refreshes himself, and entertains his 
gnests, was converted into "hard cider." Mimic log 
cabins, cider barrels, mugs, and canoes, graced the 
processions of Federal Whig conventions, with ban- 
ners of similar import, and human be<ngs tippling 
and mumbling gingerbread. Degrading themselves 



Mid insulting the free and intelligent people of the 
United States, these assemblages met and dtsperssd 
without addresses to the people, or any ennobling 
act or cleclaratLon to atone for the fooieries with 
which ihey haye disgraced -themselves and their 
country. While their candidate is shut up from 
the people, what rational motives are every where 
or any where held out tq induce them, in ignorance 
of his principles or designs, to give him their sup- 
port? What a feast for the monarchists of Europe 
will these fooleries afford ! How will the character 
of an American citizen suffer in the eyes of all man- 
kind. 

Concealment is necessary to the success of Fede- 
ralism in the United States. No sooner does it raise 
its true colors, than it is put down by the people. 
The monarchists and aristocrats in the days of John 
Adams, let out their true principles in private cir- 
cles, but not to the public; and it is remarkable that 
while volumes of letters written by such Republi- 
cans as Franklin and Jefferson, have been given to 
the world, the private correspondence of »uch men 
a^ Hamilton and Gouvemeur Morris has never 
been permitted to see the light. To say one thing 
and intend another, is one of the arts by which man- 
kind are subjected to monarchical and aristocrati- 
cal dominion. But from peculiar circumstances, 
Harrison cannot speak truth or falsehood, without 
destroying all his chances of success. In the North 
be is represented as an Abolitionist; in the South 
as the advocate of slavery. To say he is one or the 
other, would lose him so much strength as lo de- 
stroy all hope. He has not, therefore, the astial 
resort of Federalism, to say one thing when- it 
means another, and finds safety only in silence. 
His condition is much the samb in relation to 
the abuses of the banking system, the tariff, inter- 
nal improvements, and the public lands. Onoa 
saddled upon the backs of a people who have takeft 
him upon faith; or, in the language of his commit- 
tee, "with something akin to generous confidence,** f 
which is, in plain English, "for belter or for worse," 
he may ride them as he please«, without violating 
a declaration or a pledge ! But will a free people 
consent to be thus hoodwinked, saddled, bridled, 
and mounted? Whenever they do, th»y may be- 
ware of the whip and the spur. 

ELECTIONBERINQ B7 FEDERAL MEMBEBS OF COIT- 

GRB8S. . 

There is another enormous engine at work to \ 
mislead the people, and induce them blindly to give 
their suffrages to the chosen candidate of FedAal- 
ism. Recent developments have disclosed tha 
fact, that the Opposition members of Congress, in- 
stead of devoting their time to the business of legis- 
lation, have constituted themselves into an elec- 
tioneering association, with their Executive Com- 
mittee, who are engaged in appointing county com-' 
mittees throughout the Union for mere electioneer- 
ing purposes. With the compensation allowed 
them for doing the people's business, they create a 
fund for printing all sorts of documents, misrepre- 
senting the principles, acts, and designs vf the Ad- 
ministration, and with the aid of the franking privi- 
lege conferred on (hem for public purposes, they 
distribute these papers to their county committees 
and others throughout the Union. Not content 
with this monstrous abuse of that privilege, they 
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ido not hesitate,' when convenience requires it, to fonhdimeans to bring over a majority of the Se- 
transcend its legal limits, and commit palpabli nate. The high-handed measures adopted bj the 
breaches on the laws of the country. In addition^ State Government, constituted by a Governor and 
to the application of a part of theiri secret fund to majorities so obtained, produced a strong revulsion. 



the support of the Madisonian, a newspaper. print 
<d in Washington, they have undertaken to raise 
subscribfrs for it, in various parts of the country, 
and to send it under their franks. And, as it would 
be inconvenient to frank ihenn in packets of two 
ounces only, which is the le^al limit of a memberVs 
ordinary privilege, and as they have the right to 
frank public documents printed by Congress, with- 
out limitation of weight, they endorse ''public do- 
cuments*' on these newspaper bundles, and frank 
them as such. A member may, by filling the mails 
with all sorts of trash, abuse the franking privilege 
without violating the law; but here is a palpable 
breach of law, and a fraud on the post office reve- 
nue, in franking a newspaper from a printer to his 
subscribers, and covering and facilitating the fraud. 

What a spcctable is here presented by the Oppo- 
sition in Congress. Instead of being the honest 
and faithful repiesentatives of the people, devoted 
to the duty of making the necessary laws for their 
country, thty have converted ihamselves into a pri" 
vUegid committee of eUciumeerers. By obstructing 
the public business, and protracting ^the session of 
Congress, they get out of the Treasury the means 
to print or buy their electioneering papers,' and by 
an abase of the franking privilege and violations of 
the law, they make the Post Office Department con- 
vey them, without charge, to the extremes of the 
Union. Thus the people are made to pay for the 
abuse and open violation of their own laws and in- 
stitutions, and at the same time, for the means of 
delnsiota, which are intended to induce them to vote 
for the mute candidate of North Bend, in opposition 
to the frank Democrat now at the head of the Ac- 
ministration. 

For should it be forgotten that, while these men 
proniptly voted for an act of appropriation pro- 
Tiding, through their own pay, for the means of 
carrying on this political warfare, they have so ob- 
structed the progress of business, as net only to 
bring to a stand many objects of great importance 
in the civil and military service of ihe country, but 
that since the first of January last, every Executive 
and judioiai officer of the Government has been ^ 
vithout pay, not because there was no money in 
the Treasury, but because there was no appropria- 
ti<m. 
•'; Will not the people ask th^mselvesi, in all fieri- 
• onsness, what a party, who thus abuse their pri- 
: yileges, and violate the laws to acquire power, 
would not do to retain it, if once placed in their 
\ hands ! 

FEOEaAL ELECTION FRAUDS OF 1838 AND 1839. 

We have already alluded to the vain attempt of 
the Federalists of the John Adams school to defeat 
the will of the people aAer it had been distinctly 
given in favor of Mr. Jefferson. , 

But we have a stronger and more recent case 
cccuRing since that party as5umed the name of 
Wkig. Some years ago the dissensions of the 
Democratic party threw the Qovemor and a ma- 
jority of the Assembly of Pennsylvania into the 
hands of the Federal Whigs; and the Bank of the 
Uailed States, wanting a charter from the State, 



in the public mind. Ei^traordinary measures were 
necessary to defeat the wishes of the people for a. 
change of rulers, and keep the power of the State 
in the hands of the Whig party. There is conclu- 
sive evidence that, previous to the election of 183$ 
in that State, a scheme was concerted to accomplish. 
this object by the most enormous frauds in the 
jeleciions. The State administration were making- 
heavy expenditures upon internal improvements^ 
and recent legislative investigations have shown,, 
that the money of the State was employed to con-^ 
centrate great numbers of persons from other 
States, and foreigners not naturalized, at particu- 
lar points, wiih a view to counteract, by their 
illegal suffrages fraudulently admitted, the votes 
of the freemen of Pennsylvania. On the day 
the election, parties armed with clubs beset 
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the polls, to intimidate any one who should at- 
tempt to interfere with the intended fraud, and, ia 
some cases, violence was actually committed. The 
hands on the public works were marched to the 
polls by the contractors, and voted under their in- 
spection, with an understanding that any one who 
refused to vote the Whig ticket would be im- 
mediately discharged; and,- to prevent evasions^ 
that ticket was printed on colored paper. The 
contractors were furnished with means to manage 
their hands, by an increase of pay made under 
the most frivolous pretences, and often in direct 
violation of every sound principle, if not of the 
the letter of the law. By such means, a township 
called Youngwomanstown, in Lycoming county^ 
containing less than one hundred President 
voters, was made to give about 640 votes t 
Millsville, in Adams county, containing less thaa 
500 voters, returned upwards of 1,600 votes, and 
the same game was played in many other places. 
The Whig Legislature had passed a registry law^ 
for the special benefit of Philadelphia and it8^ 
precincts, like that recently passed by our Legis- 
lature for the city of New York. Though the 
professed object of this law was to prevent frauds^ 
it was made the mantle to cover some of the 
most daring frauds of the elective franchise, ever 
attempted t^o be committed in this country or any 
other. The registry of voters was required to tie 
laid open for public inspection ; ' any citlaea 
had a right to challenge a voter, and in that 
event it was made the duty of the com- 
missioners to write the letter C opposite his name. 
Upon careful inspection of the register, as made 
out in one of the precincts, the Democrats disco- 
vered upwards of three hundred names of persons 
to them unknown, and demanded that the letter O 
should be written against them. This the Whig 
commissioners refused to do, until compelled by a 
mandamus from a court. And when the election 
came on, only about ten voters appeared, out of 
about 340 challenged names. More than 300 were 
evidently fictitious names, intended to be voted by 
men imported for the purpose, or persons passing: 
from precinct to precinct under different names^ 
or what is quite as likely, to be represented by bal- 
lots fraudnlently slipped into the ballot boxes, by 
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ihost wko liad the charge of them. Doubtless 
"With the same vigilance, similar arrangements 
2night have been detected in other precincts; for, 
in the result, it appeared that above 1,000 more 
Totes were reported in the northern precincts than 
there could have been voters; and recent disclo- 
sures jastify the belief that the excess was pro- 
duced, not by votes fraudulently given, but by bal- 
lots /I'atuiutenf/y put int9 the ballot boxes either before 
4tr after the electvm, fictitious names having been 
^previously put on the register. 

Notwithstanding these monstrous frauds, Gover- 
nor Porter, the Democratic candidate, had a deci- 
sive majority of the votes reported. Federal Whig- 
«ry was not, however, inclined to give up its 
power. It had a majority of the Senate, and the 
term of Gov. Ritner was not yet expired. If that 
IMirty could defraud the people out of a few of their 
Representatives in the Assembly, it would be in 
' possession of the whole Government, at the next 
^session of the Legislatuje. The county of Phila- 
delphia sends eight members to the Assembly. 
It happened in this case, that the majority of the 
House depended upon these eight members. Not- 
"vithstanding the outrageous frauds of the Whigs, 
Ihe Democratic candidates had a considerable ma- 
jority of the votes as counted. Certificates of elec- 
tion were, thetefore, given to them, signed by ten 
<miof seventeen return judges. Six of the Whig 
jeturn judges, however, held a separate meeting, 
threw out the votes of ten out of seventeen election 
districts, and thus getting rid of the Democratic 
jnajority, made out a return for the Whig mem- 
teisl 

It would seem hardly credible, that a proceeding 
;so barefaced would have been countenanced for a 
3noment,by any one in authority in this free country, 
however unprincipled and reckless. Yet the Whig Se- 
cretary of State, whose duty it wa? to communicate 
the returns to the House, at the time of its annual 
meeting, resolved, for the purpose of retaining the 
3K)wer of the State in the hands of his party, to 
Aurithhold the true returns, and send in the false. In 
this desperate resolve he was sustained by all the 
leaders of the Whig party. Nor did the design 
«top here. By the aid of a majority so secured in 
1)0 th Houses, it was determined on the examination 
of the votes for Governor by the Legslature, to 
reject enough of the votes given for Governor 
Porter, to place him in a minority, declare Governor 
Ritner re-elected, and carry on the Government of 
the State under this usurped authority. The evi- 
dence of this design is found, not only in the cir- 
'dmistances of the case, but in the published letter 
•of the Secretary of State, after the results were 
Dnown, advising his Whig friends to ^'tieat the elec 
Uion as if it had not happened." 

The Legislature met, and the Secretary of State 
iwithholding the Uue returns, sent the false ones 
V>tb to the Senate and House of Representatives. 
The Senate containing a Whig majority, unhesita- 
tingly admitted the two Whig candidates for the 
<ity and county of Philadelphia, upon these re- 
turns, known to be false and fraudulent at the 
time. In the House of Representatives, the true 
niembers presented themselves, produced the proofs 
oftheir election and demanded their seats. The 
JVUHuigB, to a man, were in favor of admitting their 



own partisans notwithstanding the notorions and 
palpable fraud on which their claiaiiwas based. Fi- 
nally, the two parties organized separately, each 
party choosing its Speaker and Clerk, and eadi, 
with the claimantss from Philadelphia connty, hav- 
ing a quorum for business. It now became appa- 
parent that the Whigs, having the Governor and 
ft'enate, intended to sustain this usurpation, and go 
on with the Government. Such 4in outrage upon 
liberty and the elective franchise, produced its na- 
tural result. The Democrats, like their predeces- 
sors in the Presidential election of 1801, avowed 
their determination not to submit to the usurpation, 
appointed a committee of safety, and appealed to 
the freemen of the State to rally in support of their 
right to be governed by thsir own representatives. 
Tue Whigs, more determined even than their Fe- 
deral predecessors or 1801, resolved to sustain ihfeir 
usurpation by force! Troops were ordered out 
and marched to Harrisburg. Governor Ritner 
even called on the General Government to put 
down the rising spirit of a free people; but he call- 
ed in vain. The capitol was in possession of the 
Governor's troops: the people were organizing and 
arming throughout the State; and every thing seem- 
ed to portend bloodshed and civil war. In tlua 
state of things, two of the Whigs proved too honest 
for the occasion, and seceded from their friends in- ' 
the House of Assembly, leaving them without a 
quorum. Thus deprived of their power to go M 
with the Government, and consummate their nsir- 
pation under constitutional forms, the Whigs, de- 
nouncing the seceders as traitors, and the Demo* 
crats as rebels, reluctantly gave up their designs.- 

After this exhibition, let no man say there is not a 
party in the country, who would put down the 
right of the people tu govern themselves, by fraud 
or by force, whenever they have the opportunity or 
the power; and if the same party had then wielded 
the power of the General Government, and coii^ 
manded its armies, what might not have been tho' 
fate of Democratic Pennsylvania? 

An exhibition similar in principle has lately been 
made by the same party in the House of UeptO' 
sentatives of the United Slates. Members of <)ott- 
gress are elected in New Jeryey by general ticket 
At the last election, one of the Whig and fivn ot 
the Democratic candidates had a majority of the 
votes. But the Whig returning ofilcers at Mill- 
ville and South Am boy took the liberty, in palpa* 
ble violation of law, to withhold the votes of those 
places, leaving all the Whig candidates in a majo- 
rity. It was the duty of the Governor and Ckuin- • 
cil to examine the returns, send for any votes not 
received, and give a certificate of election to those 
who had a majority of the popular suffrages. 
Though the Governor was informed that the votes 
of these places had been withheld, he refused to 
send for them, and gave the certificate of election 
to all the Whig candidates, although he knew the 
returns to be fraudnlenu 

With this certificate, notoriously obtained by 
fraud, the Whig candidates presented themselves -at 
Washington, and demanded aeats in the Honse, 
with a view to vote for Speaker, other officers, and 
printer, as well as m all acts of legislation. And, 
strange as it may seem, they were su5tained in the 
attempted usurpation by the whole Whig force in 
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^e House ! It was gravely maiotaioed that the 
-^'broad seal" of the Governor, obtained iu fraad^ 
' was saificieot to put down the rights of a majority 
•of tiie people of New Jersey, and give laws to the 
UBJon. And, week after week, the House was 
kept in anarchy, and the business of the nation 
■suspended, by a desperate effort of the llVhig party 
10 consummate the fraud, and accomplish the 
usurpation; and the Federal Whig majority in the 
Lfgislature of this State hare deliberately sanc- 
tioned ihe fraud by the adoption of a concurrent re- 
, solution. 
^ After these evidences, who will venture to say, 
that there is not now a party in the country which 
i lias as deep li contempt fur the rights of the people 
p -as was everexprefsed or felt by Adams or Hamil- 
. ioo; which does not hesitate to take from them by 
^raud their right to govern, and which would not 
|mt it down by force, if they could do it without 
Ibe hazard of their own necks? 

Are the leading Whigs of our State better than 
Ihose of Pennsylvania? Did not nearly all their 

(presses and orators defend and applaud Governor 
Ritner for his attempted usurpation, and join him 
y in denouncing as rebeN the patriotic citizens whose 
\ courage and devotion defeated the nefarious 
; -schems? Do not all their members of Congrefs, 
Aeir presses, and their leaders, sustain the New 
; Jersey frand, and denounce the Democratic majo- 
I lity in Congress, who have maintained the risfhts 
t -^Jf tlM people against fraudulent usurpation endea- 
u Toring lo protect itself under "broa<l seals" and 
ft l^al forms? Indeed, we have seen frauds of a 
? similar character, on a smaller scale, practised by 
* the same party anioag ourselves. Tn addition to 
the intimidation of dependent and laboring men, 
openly practised by rich and overbearing Whigs 
in our cities, we know that men have been brought 
; itom other States, and sent from city to city under 
. pajr* to neutralize the suflrages of the true people, 
and throw the Government of our cities and our 
State into the hands of a minority. 

Democrats of New York ! we have recapitulated 
these facts to show you the character of the enemy 
you have to encounter, and the importance of 
the duties you have to perform. There is much 
reason to believe that in 1838 a* general .combi- 
; nation of the Whig leaders was formed to carry 
the elections by falsehood and fraud — cheating the 
. people out of their right to govern — seizing on 
^e State and General Government, and chanij- 
ing first their principles and then their forms. 
■ Why else are the attempted usurpations on 
' Pennsylvania and New Jersey ?o universally de- 
fended by them? There is reason to believe that 
the same plan has recently been revived and ex- 
tended, and that a struggle is before us in which an 
I -honest Democracy will. have to encounter the pow- 
ers of falsehood, the wiles of fraud, the terrors of 
power, if not the bludgeons of violence. Already 
the gigantic machinery of a purse-proud aristocra- 
cy is every where in motion. Almost half of the 
House of Representatives has become an elec- 
tioneering club, with their Secret Executive Com- 
mittees, levying contributions and carrying on cor- 
respondence throughout the Union. 

When public station is thu^ abused, and law and 
order outraged, to mislead the public mind, it- be- 



comes THE PEOPLE to take affairs into their 
own hands, and provide for the security of their in- 
valuable rights. The foreign influences now" 
brought to bear upon them by the great cabal at 
Washineton, they must counteract by efforts at 
home. The money of the Treasury and the free- 
dom of the mails, so recklessly put in requisition, 
to delude the honest and unsuspecting, and make 
the people instruments of their own enslavement, 
must be counteracted by association and discussioit 
among the people themselves. 

NECESSITY OP ORGANIZATION — ^AND ITS OBJECTS. 

To our Republican fellow-citizens we earnestly 
recommend the formatien of DEMOCRATIC j^5- 
SOCMTIOJ^Sin every tovomhip in the country and 
in every ward in the cities. The objects of these as-' 
snciations should be, not to imitate the Whigs, in 
violating the laws and filling the land with false- 
hood, but to explain the true principles of Demo- 
cracy and maintain the rights of the people. 

To inculcate without ceasing — \hSLiHrue Denuh- 
craey is pure morality — that truth is' its only safe 
weapon, andjiuttce its only proper object — that 
when it resorts lo falsehood or fraud, even in re- 
taliation, it strengthens the hands of its enemy, and 
when it has recourse to violence, except in the last 
resort, it commits suicide: 

That one of the fundamendal principles is the 

EaUALITV OP MEN IN CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS ; 

and that its chief object is to preserve that ECiUA- 

LITV: 

That the right of every man to use his 
hands and his head for hi-; own advantage, not in- 
fringing upon the rights of others, is the result of 
this equality: 

That to protect every man in the proper use of 
this right, unobstructed, should be the chief object 
ot legislation: 

That the protection of property thus acquired* 
and the right of the owner to dispose of it according 
to his will, is, next -to the preservation of personal 
liberty, the first duty of government: 

That facilities for acquiring property cannot be 
conferred by law on one man or '•.ompany of men, 
without giving them undue advantages over other 
men, and thereby destroying that equality of rightjr 
which it is the bounden duty of Government to pre- 
serve: 

That grants by law of special privileges aff*ecting 
persons or property, to ©ne man or set of men, ar» 
attacks upon the rights of person and property of 
every other man in the community, in principle as 
subversive of justice as to take one man^s labor or 
properly for the use of another, without compens^ 
tion or equivalent: 

That money in the hands of the people is a part 
of their property, and that a course of legislation, 
whether in relation to banks or otheriwise, which 
makes money more valuable to day and less so to- 
morrow, is an attack on the rights of property, as 
direct, in principle, as taking one man^s property 
and giving it to another: 

That individual debts, State debts, and national 
debts, are productive of a condition of depen- 
dence destructive of equality among men andfree* 
dom of action among States and nations: 

That Democracy requires the sacred fulfilment 
of all existing Qblif,a.tiQn&^ Voiw^KOiSs^a&a^iak ^vb^^ssr 
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'poteslhe abase of indi rid a a1 credit, the lncieaEe of 
-£late debts, and Ibe creatioD of a DatLoaal debt: 

That violrni changes aie not sanctioned by po- 
licy or calJed for bjjnslice; bat that by mild and 
gradual rpforEDs, ooi GoverDmctii should be 
broughl back in the pure principles and practices 
from wb:ch it has so widdy detiaied, tqnaliiy of 
lights resin red among ourcitizens, Ibe rights of pro- 
perly protfcied, coniracta held sacred, obedience to 
Ihe laws enforced, and free institutions preserved 
in Eubslaaee as veil as in form, and Ihe blessinia 
-of order, liberlj and peace, perpelttally emailed 
upon onr glorioos and happy country. 

Let uspLHituIaris enjoin npon yon, whether act. 
leg individnally or in as'iocialions, lo avoid rttf- 
reclrlessness you see, and the violence you have 
reasnn lo appreheLd.frim oardesperaleopponents. 
If true Dpmocracy mast perish, let it not die by it^ 
own hin^s. If the people see eqoal recklessness or 
lav, principle, and peace on both sides, they will 
Jiotbeablelo discriminate the one from Ihe other^ 
or know who are iheir irne friends. Il is belter, far 
belter, that Whigery should oblain a temporary tri' 
nmph, than rhai Democracy, by imitating iis prac^ 
lices, thoold sacrifice thai chatacier, which makes 
jt cherished and confided in by an honest people. 
But iheie is no danger of a Federal triumph, if bnl 
leasoDable efforis are made to coniueracl the 'arts: 
and exertions of its disciples. The people have an 
inhfieac and natural attachment (o honesty and 
iraih. Half ihe exertion devoted 10 Ihe distemina- 
lion of truth, which the FfderalisCi give 10 Ihe 
spread of falsehood, will moic than counttract all 
their efforts, and insure to Democracy a gtoriou; 
Tletory and a tabling conqaejt. 

To action, Democrats of New York 1 Meet with 
irutft the falsehoods of the eaemy; by orgaDizalioo. 
among yoarselves, coauieracl their exiensire orga-^ 
nization, which has its centre in Wa^hinj-ton, its 
means in the Treasury, it^ facilities in the mails, 
and its hopes in violations ol Ihe laws, and delu- 
sions of the people. Call odI the ynunj; lo the dis- 
cussion of your pore principles, and let the old as- 
sist by their voice and their counsels; convince 
every Democrat thai his duty to bimfielf, his posie- 
lily, his country, snd mankind, forbid his neatFa~ 
lily in this war of principle and liberty, against pro 
fligacy and usurpation. Tell htm that he cannot 
absent himself frotn the polls without endangerias 
Ihe blocfd-bougbl privileges which he has received 
irom his fathers, and is bound by every sacred tie 
to transmit unimpaired to his children. 



son, al whatever hazaid to himself. Qe bw abow» 
himseil A WORTHY SON OF MEW YORK. . 

And shall New York abandon her aU«, hoBest, 
frank, and devoted son? For whom shall she give 
□p one who does her honor by hia principles, bis- ; 
talents, his vtrluas, and his firmneEsI For a matfc 
vho^e taleniB are below mediocrity, whose jndg- \ 
meat is weak and vacillating, whose vanity ia ex- 
cessive, whofe opinions are equivocal, who insolts- 
ihe people whose su5ia°es he asks, by denying 
themaccessto him, and refusing to answer theit- 
reasonable inquiries, who places himself behind ft. 
committee, not that they matf anmnmce hu jfrinc^fia^ 
but that HE tnon cotucat Urtm! What motive ha*- 
ihis gieat State to aband«n Her FAVORITE SOK 
for.sucb a person? — not prtnCij^e — for she knows 
not, nor is ihuiermilted lo know, the principles oT 
the pel son whb is attempted 10 be imposed upoa 
betl Without the slightest gnarantee or pledge- 
connec'ed with principles, she is required to give- 
up her attachments anil her principles, and surren- 
der herself, hoot^wiaked and manacled, into Iha 
hands of a strangerf who has not the talenla or Ihe- 
independence 10 take care ofhimself! 

Surely this is loo much to ask ol her. Foi the 
sacrifice of Ihe man of her choice,'Bhe should at 
least have some Dftive of lofty honor or soond 
priactple lo sancufy ihf act. She should have 
somelhirg more substantial and appropiiale thaik 
"hard cider," artificial "log cabins" and a nadc 
h/TB — something more satisfictory than that dw 
public shall hear nothing from the Federal candi- 
dale in relation to bis opinions or his parposea 
"while occupying his present position." 

Confident thai in her principles as well as in her 
pride. New York will find abundant motives »■ 
adhere to her honored son, we invite yon,nevenht- 
les.<, to mahe those eieriiona and sacrifices which 
will save her from Ihe disgrace of a different re- 
sult. With fiuchinaiivesaddTesBedtoonipeople,lo- 
exert onrselves is 10 be victorious. Toaclion theni' . 
In di^ussion and action, we have a gnarantee of 
triumph ail sure as truth and patriotism can giveta- 



Though principln should be the reason of the 
Democrat in all hii political controversies, Ihe 
Mew York Democrat has an additional incentive 
to action in THE MAN whom he is called on to 
support BSihe lepieseniaiive of his principles at the 
head ofthcaorernmenl. In singleness of charac- 
ter and uprightness of life, he has no superior. In 
devniioD 10 principle and firmness of purpose, he 
Iiai shown himself equal to the troe hero whom he 
lias succeeded. Alike nnmoved by corruption and 
terror, he pursues his pnblic career wiih Ihe calm- 
ness of conicioos integrity, determined to preserve 
Ihe pnrity of the Government, and maintain in its 
odauiuEtraiiou ihe principles of Jefferson and Jack- 



1- Raolved, That the fearlessness and steatlineBF 
of putprse with whir h Ihe preteni Chief Magis- 
trate of the United States ha-i brought forward anil 
sustained, al a period of general pecuniary embar- 1 
rasimenl, the measures wnich he deemed nicessary ' 
1 protect the greai interests of the couniry ami. 
maintain its credit; tha prudence wiih which he 
has cohdocled a controvery of peculiar delicacy, in 
reiaiion to our Noitheastern boundary, asserting: 
(he public lights, on the one hand with llrmneaa 
and decision, nnd affording, on Ihe other, no caasB 
10 impulelo the United Slates a want of modera- 
tion or of that jnst spirit af conciliation, which has- 
always dislingnished oar National Councils; and. 
the evidences of ability which are viaible in every 
deparimeal of the Adminisliaiion, have folly jus- 
tified ihe confidence of the Democracy of the Union 
in committing ihe Government to his hands, and 
furnish abundant proof that the pnblic good wil be 
best promoted bv his re-eleclion. 

a. Raalvii, That the assertions of the leaders- 
of the Federalparty, thatMr. Van Bn re n was op- 
posed lo Ihe war, are vhoU/dcstilnte of ifti)b,and 
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the resolntitn which these reckless partisans have j 
published as having hi en introduced by him into a 
jmbllc meerins in Colambia county, adverse to 
ihe war, and against employing the militia in offen- 
sive operations, is a base foigery, so far as he is 
concerned; and the Democratic members of the 
Ii«gis]atare are impelled by a sacrei regard to 
truth, not only to contradict this shameful fabrica- 
tion, but to declare that the journals of the Legis- 
latare and all the acts of Mr. Van Buren during 
the embargo, the non-intercourse, and the war with 
Great Britain, aflford the most triumphant proof of 
his Me voted patriotism and of his unwavering sup- 
port of the war and the restrictive measures which 
preceded it; and that in an address written by him 
and published under, the sanction of the Demo- 
cratic members of the Legislature whv' nominated 
Daniel D. Tompkins for Governor in the spring of 
1813, Mr. Van Buren declared, that every man who 
is in truth and in fact an American, toilt say that war, 
emd war alone, was our only refuge from national 
degradation — our only course to national prosperily:^^ 
and that the causes which have led to it "toi/t be 
found sufficienl to convince every honest man of the high 

JDSnCK AND INDISPENSABLE NECESSITT OF THE ATTI- 
TUDE WHICH OUR Government has taken, of the 

SACRED DUTV OF EVERT REAL AMERICAN TO SUPPORT 
IT IM THAT ATTITUDE, AND OF THE SUICIDAL VIEWS OF 
THOSE WHO REFUSED TO DO SO." 

3* Ruolvedf That we regard the scheme of di- 
viding the proceeds of the public lands among the 
States, as a measure of the most dangerous ten- 
dency, at war with the spirit of the Constitution, 
and with the terms of their cession to the United 
States; calculated to render the States depen- 
dences of the Federal Government, and to stimu- 
late them to reckless expenditures; to deprive the 
Union of one of its legitimate sources of revenue; 
to entail taxation, direct or indirect, upon the peo- 
ple, for the purpose of meeting the deficiency oc- 
casioned by diverting a portion of the public in- 
come from its proper objects; and to engender in 
the State administrations a spirit of extravagance 
subversive of all those maxims of economy which 
are the best security of a Republican Govern- 
ment. 

4. Resolved, That we consider the plan proposed 
by Mr. Van Buren of collecting, keeping, and dis- 
bursing the public moneys by means of officers ap- 
pointed for the purpose, thn? rendering the Trea- 
sury of the United States independent of banks, as 
the only effectual method of securing the fiscal 
concerns of the Government from the influence of 
those fluctuations in the business transactions of the 
country, which the spirit of pecuniary adventure 
and a vicious state of the currency are but too 
certain to produce. 

5. Resolved^ That the part the Bank of the United 
States has played in the game of expansion, which 
has, for a series of years deranged the regular 
course of business throughout the country; its enor- 
mous speculations in cotton and stocks; the em- 
barrassment its example has been principally in- 
strumental in brimming upon the commercial classes; 
and its disreputable shifts to avoid the discharge of 
its pecuniary obligations, must prove to all honest 
men the folly of seeking for a regulator of the cur- 
ies^ in any moneyed instiiatioo. 



, 6. Resolved, That the most effectual regulator of 
the currency, so far as the sovereign authority ot 
the Union is concerned, is to be found m a rigid 
adherence on Ihe part of the General Government, 
to the use of the money of the Constitution in 9AI 
its fiscal transactions. 

7. Resolved, That the extraordinary multiplica- 
tion of banks during a few years past; the contrac- 
tions and expansions of a currency consisting al-^ 
most exclusively of bank notes; the great increase 
of the paper circulation of the country; the spirit of 
speculation to which overbanking has given births 
the habits of extravagance it has introduced; and 
the irregularity it has produced in the operations of 
u||jiusiry, have proved in l}ie highest degree preju- 
dicial to fair business men, and tended to unsettle 
all sound notions of commercial honor and public 
morality. 

8. Resolved, That industry and frugality, the fa- 
vorite maxims of Franklin and Jefferson, are com- 
mended to us, both by the deductions of reason 
and the testimony of experience, as the only prin- 
ciples by which the condition of a nation or of an 
individual can become permanently prosperous, 
and as the best guarantee of an honorable inde- 
pendence. 

9. Resolved, That the conduct of the Federal 
party, in passing a registry law for the Democratic 
city of New York, against the remonstrances of 
the common council, the city delegation in the As- 
sembly, and, as is proved by the recent election, 
the wishes of more than twenty-one thousand of 
the free electors of that city, constituting a large 
majority of those entitled to vote — and at the same 
time refusing to make the law "to pievent illegal- 
voting, applicable to the seven Federal cities in 
the State, where the prevention of election frauds 
was as much needed as in the Democratic city of 
New York, is a high-handed, partial and arbitrary- 
measure, and will bring down upon the heads of 
those who "feel power and forget right," the con- 
demnation of every friend of just and equal laws, 
and will awaken a spiiit among the free citizens of 
the State which will convince the tyrants that the- 
free-born electois of a city or county are not to be 
di>franchisedfand trampled down by a pUrse-proud 
aristocracy, because a majority of those citizens 
have "sworn eternal hostility to every form of ty- 
ranny," and vote the Democratic ticket. 

10. Resolved, That the legislative measures 
brought forward by the dominant party in this- 
State, to take from the persons immediately choseik^ 
by the peeple of the city of New York, the power 
of appointing their own inspectors of election, their 
police constables, and of organizing the fire depart^ 
ment, and to give the appointment of these domes- 
tic agents of the people into the hands of commis- 
sioners and judges selected by the Governor, and 
numerous other measures of a character equally 
partial, tyrannical, and anti-Republican, afford the 
most conclusive evidence of a settled determinatioa 
to strengthen the political junto at Albany, by con- 
centrating power in the hands of the Executive, 
and can leave no doubt on the mind of any reflect- 
ing person, that the lineal desceudants of black 
cockade Federalism, by stratagem [and deception, 
have gained temporary possession of the capitol of 
the Democratic Staxc q1 ^^^v X^\^« 
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11. Resolved, That since the Federal State offi- 
cers came into power, they have issued stock on 
the pledge of the faith and credit of the people, to 
the amount of more than four millions of dol- 
lars, and have expended about a mUlion and a half 
of dollars in cash, which they received from their 
predecessors; that laws have been pass^ during 
the piesent session for issuing additional stock for 
canals, and to be loaned to railroad companies, 
amounting to over four millions of dollars; thus 
creating a new debt, which is virtually a mortgage 
on the land and the labor of every citizen in the 
Slate, of at least EIGHT MILLIONS OF DOL- 
LARS, before the expiration of the two years for 
which the present Federal Grovemor was elected. 
This is about one million of dollars more than the 
outstanding debt at the completion of the Erie and 
Champlain canals, comtracted in a period of nine 
years; and exceeds by between two and three mil- 
lions of dollars the amount of debt created in the 
TWELVE years preceding 1839, and {durinsr which 
twelve years, ihe sum of five millions of the origi- 
nal canal debt was paid off. 

12. Resolved, That the Federal majority in the 
Legislature, after spending three months and a half 
of the session in matters concerning the legislation 
of Congress, in abusing the General Government, 
in creating new oflSces to appease hungry partisans, 

• all of whom could not be provided for under ex- 
isting laws— after thus wasting the period for deli- 
berate legislation in manufacturing political capital, 
by all sorts of schemes and devices, crowding 
nearly all the bills which were to affect the vital 
interests of the people, into the last few days of the 
session; the majority of the Assembly, by a party 
vote, and by the use of the previous question or 
"gag law," referred nearly all the money bills to 
select committees of three to report complete; thus 
forcing through the House laws for mortgagin^r 
every farm in the State, for the benefit of railroad 
companies, to an enormons amount, without af- 
fording an opportunity for that cahn and delibe- 
rate discussion, in committee of the whole house, 
which experience has shown to be indispensable to 
safe legislation; and refusing, by a party vote, in 
every sts^e of the proceeding, to engraft upon these 
money bills such amendments as were offered by 
the Democratic members, and uere absolutely ne- 
cessary to guard the people against less, by the un- 
faithfulness of those who were to expend the mo- 
ney, or by the infidelity or inability of the compa- 
nies to which the money was loaned. 

13. Resolved, That the reckless course of the do- 
minant party, in using the credit of the people to 
the amount of millions of dollars, without having 
any substantial security, either for the punctual 
payment of the interest, or the ultimate redemption 
of the principal, must, if persisted in, destroy the 
credit of the State, and entail an oppressive debt on 
the present and future generations; and the impro 
vidsnt legislation which we have witnessed within 
the last three weeks, in loaning the money of the 

. people to railroad corporations, without any of that 
examination into the condition of the companies or 
their means of paying the loans, which the same 
individuals who voted away the people's money, 
would have exercised if they had been leaning 
/Ae/r own money, has filed us with alarm, and has 

laprtrssedas strongly with the belief that the time 



has arrived when, in the impressive langaage of 
Mr. Jefferson, " we must make our tleetum hetwsen 
economy and ubertt, or prqfimon and sbrvitudb;'* 
and that " to preserve our independence, we must 
not let our rvkrs load iu with perpetual debt." 

14. Resohed, That while the Federalists charge 
the General Administration with a design to reduce 
the wages of labor, which has no foandation in 
fact, the State officers have notoriously paid the 
laborers on the canal in a depreciated currency, 
thus < 'taking from the mouth of labor" a portion of 
"the bread it had earned;" and during the past 
winter they have refused to pay those who labored 
on the publio works one half of their earnings, at a 
time when they had eight hundred thousand doUirSp 
which was borrowed for the express purpose of 
paying these contracts, and wh ch sum had beea 
loaned to certain pet banks of the State officers, 
without interest. 

15. Resolved, That the Federal majoritr, in. 
passing a law at the present session, inflicting a 
penalty of five hundred dollars on any person who 
attempts to recover a fugitive slave — a measure 
designed to catch Abolition votes — and at the same 
time giving their support to General Harrison, who 
voted in the Ohio Legislature to sell poor • white. 
men for slaves — furnish an apt illustration of theic 
principles and their consistency; and if the bill had 
passed as it was originally prepared by the jodieiaiy 
committee, and in which form it was urged upom 
the House, the Federal candidate for Vice Presi- 
dent might have been sent to the State prison foe 
ten years, provided one of his slaves had takea 
refuge in this State and he had attempted to recover 
him, in the manner prescribed by a law of Con* 
gress. 

At a meeting of the Democratic members of the 
Legislature, in the Senate chamber. May 4th, 1840, 
SAM'L. L. EDWARDS, Chairman, and A. G. 
Chatfield and C. H. Brt!on, Secretaries, the fore- 
going address and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: 

Joseph Clark, D. S. Dickenson, S. Lk Edwards, 
Sumner Ely, John Hunter, Daniel Johnson, A. 
C. Paige, Avery Skmner, M. Tompkins, H. H» 
Van Dyck, David Wager, Samuel Young, 0. M. 
Allaben, Daniel Barker, Gilbert Bedell, Daniel 
Bellinger, S. Boughton, Nathan Bristol, Richard 
Brower, Benjamin Brown, C. H. Bryson, Geoiige 
Burch, Artemas Cady. A. G. Chatfield, L. S. 
Chatfield, Zenas Clark, Nelson Dawley, Robert 
Denniston, Peter Devendorf, Daniel Dickey, S. S. 
Ellsworth, Benjamin Enos, Thomas Farrington, 
S. B. Ferris, Wm. F. Eraser, W. D. French, Chas. 
Gtoodyear, Paul Grout, David Halsey, Adrian He- 
geman, Thomas Hertiell, Norman Hickok, Guy 
Hulett, Anson Knibloe, Wm. S. Little, A. M. Ly- 
holt, Wm. B. Maclay, C. A. Mann, John I. Mor- 
gan, Sylvester Nichols, Abijah North, E. J. Porter, 
AndrewslPreston, J.I. Roosevelt, jr. Jos. Russell, 
Saxton Smith, Thomas Spofford, Asa Sprague, 
Joseph Strang, Solomon Townsend, J. P. Trow- 
bridge, John S. Veeder, Charles Walker, A. B. 
Watson, George Weir, 0. W. Wilkinson, J. M, 
Williamson, B. P. Winant, Peter Wood. 

SAMUEL L. EDWARDS, 

Chairman. 

A. G. Chatfield, and C. H. BarsoN, Secreta- 
ries. 
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